
Notices 

Next UCC Meeting 
July 19, 2021  

 

In This Issue 
 

UCC and YP programs  1 
 

Senior Awards             2-4 
 

Award Honorees             4 
 

Notes and Notices            5 
 

Alumni Wall of Fame  6-7 
 

Supreme Court Cases     8 
 

Juneteenth                       9 
 

Sad News                          9 
 

Voting Rights                  9 
 

Informational Fliers10-15 
 

Membership Info          16 
 

Meeting Notice         17-18 
 

Contact UCC: 

ucomm.council@gmail.com 

516-538-9487 

Youth Project 

uccyp@optonline.net 

Joanne and Ed Giuffre 

commUNITY 
A Newsletter for the Uniondale Community  

A Publication of the  
Uniondale Community Council 

806 Jerusalen Avenue 
Uniondale, NY 11553 

June, 2021 

Uniondale Community Council Begins the 

Process of “Reopening” After the Pandemic 

Youth Project: 

The Uniondale Public Schools began the process of bringing the Middle School and 
High School students back into the buildings after the Spring Break.  After consulting 
with the Lawrence Road MS principal and other school district administrative staff, the 
UCC Youth Project Executive Director, Lorraine Danser, together with Program Direc-
tor, Regla Belizaire, announced that the After School Program (ASK) at Lawrence Rd. 
would be reactivated.  The process of informing parents and registering participants 
began on day one as scholars returned to the building.  The school schedule called for 
the students to be separated into two groups, one attending on Mondays and Tuesdays 
and the other on Thursdays and Fridays.  All classes were held virtually on Wednesdays 
in order to allow the school to be cleaned and sanitized between the group sessions.   

In order to accommodate that schedule, the After School Program was also modified so 
that students attended the two days per week that they attended classes in the buildings.  
By the end of the program this past week, 24 students had participated in the abbreviat-
ed session.  This is reason to celebrate as the foundation for a full program is in place 
for the fall of 2021. 

Summer Camp: SUMMER CAMP WILL BE HELD THIS 
YEAR! 

A five week program has been planned and the number of participants limited to 40 
children so that COVID-19 recommendations could be followed.  Typical camp activi-
ties are planned with a strong emphasis on outdoor programs.  Four exciting bus trips 
have been arranged, although contracting for two buses for each presented some initial 
difficulties.  See the flier include or contact the Center at 516-538-9487 or email 
uccyp@optonline.net for more information. 

Send a Child to Camp Fundraiser: 

The UCC Youth Project has always provided opportunities for children, despite the 
parent’s ability to pay.  Camp fees have been kept to a minimum through grants ob-
tained through Town and County programs.  However, there are additional admission 
charges, which vary according to the venue, attached to the bus trips.  Costs can be-
come prohibitive for some families with two or more children.  Even a small donation 
helps to make it possible for a child to attend camp or participate in the bus trips.  Make 
checks payable to UCC Youth Project and mail to Uniondale Community Council 
Youth Project, 806 Jerusalem Ave., Uniondale, NY 11553. 

Annual Cookout:  Returns in 2021! 

The UCC has sponsored a fun family Cookout for years.  The 2021 Cookout is sched-
uled for September 18, 2021 at the Center.  See the flier included and watch for more 
details! 



Page 2 commUNITY June 2021 

 

Uniondale Community Council 2021 Senior Awards 
The Uniondale Community Council is pleased to an-
nounce that five deserving Uniondale High School Sen-
iors were the recipient of the 2021 Council’s Senior 
Awards.  The awards are made in recognition of the recip-
ient’s involvement in service to the Community.  The five 
recipients have demonstrated outstanding commitment to 
the service of others. 

Laika Jerome, Ernest and Marie Catanese 
Award 

Laika was one of the first group 
of Uniondale High School stu-
dents to participate in a program 
that began in the fall of 2020, 
while most of the students were 
still attending classes virtually 
and community organizations 
began to hold meetings via the 
virtual platform.  The program 
was designed to enhance the young scholars understand-
ing of the important role that community based organiza-
tion play in the community as a whole and in the lives of 
individual residents.  Three students were assigned  to 
each of several community organizations with Laika being 
one of the three scholars assigned to the Uniondale Com-
munity Council.   

The program was designed for students to “join” the or-
ganization, attend its meetings and report back to the HS 
group what they had learned.  There was also a project 
commitment connected to the program and Laika fulfilled 
her commitment to explore the History of Uniondale by 
interviewing community leaders and producing a video.  
We look forward to seeing it! 

During the course of her tenure at Uniondale High School, 
she was a member of the Key Club, a nationally recog-
nized organization that encourages members to volunteer 
in order to help others.  The Pandemic in 2020 curtailed 
much of what students were able to do in the past, but 
Laika participated in a local food bank and “participated 
in online resources” that helped children with deformities 
and provided food to the less fortunate worldwide during 
the COVID pandemic. 

Laika previously volunteered at the Uniondale Public Li-
brary in the children’s program.  She worked with the 
children, listening to them read and verified the number of 
books they had read toward their summer reading goal, 
thus certifying the awards the children would receive at 
the close of the summer reading program. Laika will ma-
jor in Political Science at Hofstra University in the fall 
with plans to eventually obtain a law degree. 

Tahirah Chandon, Jonathan Jackson  
Memorial Award 

Tahira ranks #6 in the graduating class of 2021 and in the 
fall will register in Molloy College’s Nursing Program 

with plans to pursue course work 
leading to licensing as a Nurse Prac-
titioner.  Tahirah participated in vari-
ous school activities and, a musician, 
was a member of the Select Strings 
group, but on her application listed 
those that connected to her career 
goals and the community service that 
the UCC application requires.  A 
member of the HS Key club she par-

ticipated in the annual fundraising effort for Breast Can-
cer, volunteered at a local soup kitchen and attended lead-
ership conferences, with students from area schools, that 
focused on community service opportunities.  Her mem-
bership in the Science Honor Society and the Spanish 
Honor Society attest to her academic achievements but 
each require community service of members.  Science 
Honor Society members must complete 10 hours of ser-
vice, which could include tutoring but the group as a 
whole worked to establish a Uniondale School District 
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts, 
Mathematics) night.  Members of the Spanish Honor Soci-
ety visit Walnut Street school and read to the students in 
Spanish.  They also visit children at local hospitals during 
the Holiday Season. 

Tahirah participated in two other projects that point di-
rectly to her interest in nursing.  One was the school’s Red 
Cross Club which conducts blood drives and also makes 
hospital visits to cheer children being treated.  Tahirah 
also found time to volunteer at the Mercy Medical Center 
in Rockville Centre, which was actually FIRST on her list 
of volunteer activities.  There she assume such tasks as 
helping patients with paperwork, answering the phone, 
greeting and chatting with patients, delivering blood work 
to the laboratory and transporting patients to the Radiolo-
gy Department.  In a letter of recommendation from  
Kevin Croutier, Director of Volunteer Services,  he noted 
that Tahirah primarily worked in the Pre-Surgical Testing 
Department and that the Nursing Staff had praised her for 
“her hard work, reliability, and for the respect and com-
passion that she shows to all patients…” 

Macie Edgar, Hattie Jackson Memorial 
Award 

Macie describes Community 
Service as “unpaid work in-
tended to help people in the 
area.”  Her list of volunteer 
activities certainly attests to 
her belief in that commitment.  
However, she also recognizes 
that by giving she receives 
much in return, stating that 
volunteering “allows me to 

Continued on next page. 
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become a more involved member of the community; it 
enhances life skills such as self-sufficiency and personal 
growth [through] hands-on experiences.”  At Uniondale 
HS, she was a member of the Red Cross Club and the Car-
ibbean Club, both of which require members to perform 
community service.  Every Month, on the 3rd Friday of the 
month, members of the Caribbean club spent two hours at 
the A. Holly Patterson Extended Care Facility working 
with patients.  Macie says she has read to residents, 
bowled with them and many are wheelchair bound, hosted 
a bingo game, participated in a concert or play with other 
members, created a “Who’s Got Talent” contest and en-
couraged residents to participate.  The club members also 
helped with distribution of meals and she was also given 
permission to assist the patients with eating. 

Macie is a parishioner at the Westbuy Divine Congrega-
tional Church of God where she is very involved with the 
activities of the church, including its youth department, 
media department, Sunday School and the Food Pantry.  
She is the secretary of the youth department but in her 
essay she expands extensively on her involvement with 
the food pantry which is held on both the 2nd and 4th Satur-
days of each month.  She explains that the COVID 
changed everything regarding how the pantry operated.  
The pantry starts at 11:00am but volunteers arrive by 
9:00am to set up the goods OUTSIDE.  Once clients ar-
rive, volunteers help with the completion of required 
forms, checking to see that the forms are completed cor-
rectly.  Setting up, distributing food and other supplies is 
only part of the process.  Cleaning up, disposing of empty 
boxes, sanitizing the shelves, sweeping the area are tasks 
that need to be done once client needs are provided for.  
Macie says that she has been enhanced by the “experience 
of helping families put healthy meals on the table, obtain 
personal care items, baby food and diapers, and household 
cleaning supplies.” 

Macie has been accepted at the University of New Haven 
and will pursue a degree in Science. 

Maximillion Faith Minott, Frank Young 
Memorial Award 

Maximillion will attend St. 
John’s University, majoring in 
Criminal Justice, with the aim 
of obtaining a Bachelor’s De-
gree with the necessary re-
quirements to be admitted to a 
Law School.  Her career goal is 
to be admitted to the Bar as a 
lawyer. 

Her community service experi-
ences involved working with children at summer camp 
programs.  In the summer of 2019, Maximillion participat-
ed in a Counselor Apprentice Program at Hofstra Univer-
sity.  Macie’s list of responsibilities included: 

• modeling appropriate behavior including sportsman-
ship, kindness and teamwork; 

• escorting and monitoring campers at special events; 

• utilizing creativity and creative thinking to plan and 
manage activities such as basketball, arts and crafts, 
card and board games; 

• communicating with campers on a regular basis to 
ascertain and ensure their mental and physical well-
being. 

In 2020, Maxmillion was involved in a four week summer 
Youth Mentoring Program, under the auspices of the 
“1199 Youth Mentoring Program” run through SEIU 
(Service Employee International Union) in New York 
City.  On-line search detailed more about the program:  
“The Youth Mentoring Program (YMP) is an innovative 
project of the League Labor Management Initiatives, Inc., 
and is administered by the 1199SEIU/Employer Child 
Care Corporation. The program was established over 20 
years ago to assist the Union and the employers in build-
ing a future workforce by exposing employees’ children 
to ever-expanding careers within the healthcare profes-
sion.” 

Maximillion succinctly codifies her experience as: 

• Gaining exposure to careers in the healthcare field; 

• Attending wellness and financial literacy workshops; 

• Creating portfolios consisting of a resume, cover let-
ter and thank-you letter; 

• Working in a group setting to create COVD-19 
healthcare projects. 

Harneet Singh, Uniondale Community 
Council Founders Award 

Harneet ranks fourth in the UHS Class of 2021 and plans 
to pursue a degree in Mechanical Engineering.  During 
the 2020-21 school year, the majority of which was done 
via virtual learning, Harneet was a participant in the Syos-
set based “Erase Racism—Student Task Force.” 

Since its founding in 2001, “ERASE Racism has docu-
mented racial inequities on Long Island in housing and 
public school education and almost 500 high school stu-
dents have participated in the leadership trainings and 
youth roundtables. 

“ERASE Racism’s Student Task Force helps students 
develop their leadership skills, identify their strengths and 
assets, and build alliances with students of different ra-
cial, ethnic, and religious backgrounds, as well as across 
district lines. 

“The STF Racial and Socioeconomic Equity has identi-
fied 5 main areas of interest: (1) Expansion of Culturally 
Responsive Curriculum; (2) Increasing Teacher and Ad-
ministrator Diversity; (3) Creating an Inclusive School 
Climate; (4) Addressing School and Community Segrega-
tion; and (5) Implementing Restorative Justice Practices.” 
At ongoing meetings, both in-person and digitally, partici-

Senior Awards continued 

Continued on next page. 
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Naming the UCC Awards 
Honoring Community Activitists 

Other than the Uniondale Community Council Founders 
Award, which is self explanatory, the other four awards 
vary from time to time and honor and/or remember those 
in the Uniondale Community that made a lasting impres-
sion and often caused change to happen. 

Marie and Ernest Catanese Award.  Marie and Ernie 
were instrumental in the creation of the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Peace Park at the intersection of Uniondale Ave. 
and Nassau Road and the preservation of the Goehner 
Farm Stand on Jeruusalem Ave. that provided fresh pro-
duce for the community for many years. Today, the Chil-
dren’s Farm Museum stands in Uniondale Park through 
the efforts of the organization, UNITE, that they founded 
to enable their community activism.  Marie died a few 
years ago but, at 95, Ernie is still active and participates 
in community events when possible. 

Jonathan and Hattie Jackson Memorial Awards.   
Jonathan Jackson was a talented musician and a graduate 
of Uniondale High School.  For many years, his mother, 
Hattie Jackson, generously funded the award in his 
memory.  Hattie Jackson, recently deceased, was a long 
time staff member at Walnut Street School.  In addition to 
funding the award in her son’s name, she also arranged 
funding to memorialize fellow staff members of the  
Uniondale District.  She was a Cub Scout Den Mother 
and worked along with her late husband with local Boy 
Scout troops.  Earlier Hattie worked as a Page at the Un-
iondale Public Library and coordinated Page activities.  

Frank Young Memorial Award. Frank Young, a teach-
er, was a long time Board Member of the Uniondale 
Community Council, even after relocating to Freeport.  
He was active in community organizations and St.  
Martha’s RC church.   

Senior Awards continued 

pants discuss what steps need to be taken to transform 
their interests into action.” 

Harneet attended the regular, sometimes weekly but defi-
nitely monthly, meetings of the Student Task Force to 
discuss issues involving discrimination and segregation 
that exist on Long Island.  The students also worked to-
ward the goal of spreading awareness of those racial and 
ethnic inequalities wherever and whenever possible. 

In January 2021, Harneet attended the “Long Island Lead-
er’s of Tomorrow Conference where student leaders and 
advisors discussed the historic and on-going structural 
racism on Long Island and held conversations revolving 
around the pivoting point of racial justice.” 

Harneet was also one of the UCC’s student leaders this 
past school year.  The group attended meetings of  
Uniondale civic groups, including the Uniondale Commu-
nity Council, Nostrand Gardens Civic Association, 
GUAAC (Greater Uniondale Area Action Coalition), and 
the Uniondale Community Land Trust,  By attending 
those meetings the HS Scholars were made aware of com-
munity issues and honed their civic-mindedness.  Report-
ing back to the HS group, student leaders would make a 
brief report on what they had learned and were able to pin
-point community priorities and provide personal input 
into the school discussion sessions.  The student group 
also attended additional forums and events that focused 
on the importance of civic-engagement. 

Thank you to those whose contribu-
tions made these awards possible! 

Several other graduating seniors from Uniondale High 
School deserve to be recognized for their outstanding 
academic achievements. 

Jessica Escobar 

Jessica was the third of the Uniondale High School 
seniors assigned as a student liaison to the Uniondale 
Community Council for the 2020-21 school year.  She 
attended Council meetings via ZOOM and shared her 
opinions with her fellow scholars.  Jessica had origi-
nally chosen “community beautification” as her project 
for the year.  Unfortunately, that community outreach 
was hampered by the COVID-19 Pandemic.  On the 
upbeat side, Jessica reported at the June UCC meeting 
that she had bought some flowers and planted them in 
the front of her home —at least one step in the beauti-
fication process.  Community residents offered her 
suggestions and encouraged her interest in enhancing 
the community environment. 

Jessica will attend SUNY Farmindale College as a 
Liberal Arts major in the fall. 

Top of the Class 

Left:  Valencia Hopkins 

Uniondale HS Class of 2021 Salutatorian.  Valencia 

served as the student member of the Uniondale School 

Board for the 2020-21 school year. 

Right:  Jordany Acosta Capellan 

Valedictorian Class of 2021. 

More Outstanding Graduates 
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Unondale Community 
Council Meeting 

Monday, July 19, 2021 
7:00pm via ZOOM 

Community Updates 

Complimentary Raffle 

Noteworthy 

Local Appointments: 

Uniondale Public Library minutes indicate that the posi-
tion of Director of the Library, which had been vacant for 
some time due to Civil Service regulations and the Pan-
demic, was filled as of August 10, 2020 at a Board meet-
ing held virtually. 

The UPL Board unanimously appointed then Assistant 
Director Mara Marin  as the Library Director affective 
immediately.  Mara Marin had been serving as Acting Di-
rector through the difficult days of the early COVID-19 
Pandemic.   

The Library Board of Trustees recently voted to appoint 
Syntychia Kendrick-Samuel to fill the position of Assis-
tant Library Director.  Congratulations are extended to 
both women and Mara Marin deserves special thanks for 
her expertise in guiding the library through the shutdown  
while still offering many programs for the public via virtu-
al transmission. 

Congratulations to Natalie J.  Longsworth, J.D., who was 
elected to the Uniondale School District Board of Edu-
cation in May and to Charmise P. Desiré, current Board 
President, on her relection.  Mrs. Desiré serves on the 
Nassau County Executive Committee of the Nassau-
Suffolk School Boards Association as well as the NY state
-wide organization. 

In December 2020, the Hofstra Board of Trustees an-
nounced the appointment of the ninth President of the 
University.  Dr. Susan Poser will assume the position on 
August 1, 2021.  Dr. Poser has, for the past five years, 
served as the provost and vice chancellor for Academic 
Affairs at the University of Illinois Chicago (UIC), a  
Carnegie Research One university with 16 colleges. 

 

Retirement: 

Best wishes for a happy and productive retirement to  
Stuart Rabinowitz, President of Hofstra University.   
Rabinowitz first arrived at Hofstra to teach in the Law 
School in 1972.  Prior to assuming the Presidency of the 
University, he served as the Dean of the School of Law.  
As president for the past 20 years, he guided the Universi-
ty through the transition from a local college to an interna-
tionally recognized university.  In the fall of 2022, he is 
scheduled to return to teaching, a course on Constitutional 
Law in the undergraduate honors college. 

 

Nassau County Senior Home Visit  
Program 

Nassau County and the Nassau Police Department have 
announced the creation of a Home Visit program where 
senior citizens are paid monthly visits by a POP Unit Of-
ficer who will ascertain the well-being and needs of the 
individual.  The program will be administered through 
Smart911 accounts.  Smart911 allows individuals to create 

a Safety Profile for their household on the Smart911 App 
or at www.smart911.com.  The account would include 
any information the person wants 9-1-1 and response 
teams to have in the event of an emergency. When a citi-
zen makes an emergency call, their Safety Profile is auto-
matically displayed to the 9-1-1 call taker, allowing them 
to send the right response teams to the correct location 
with the right resources. 

Visit https://www.pdcn.org/254/Smart911 to establish a 
Smart911 account.  In addition see the included informa-
tional flier that contains registration requirements and 
process for the Home Visit program. 
 

National Milestones: 

On May 14, 2021, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) announced easing “mask require-
ments” for all fully vaccinated individuals.  Although, 
individual businesses and organizations may still require 
the use of a mask, fully vaccinated people are allowed to 
be mask free both indoors and outdoors.  The decision 
was based upon the data obtained through no less than 
three major studies that have shown that fully vaccinated 
people are not likely to test positive for coronavirus, 
which indicates they are not carrying it in their bodies, 
whether they have symptoms or not. 

Two recent US Supreme Court Decisions are signifi-
cant.   
In an unanimous decision, the Court delivered a major 
defeat to LGBT couples in a high-profile case, Fulton v. 
City of Philadelphia (2021), which questioned whether Phil-
adelphia could refuse to contract with a Roman Catholic 
adoption agency that said its religious beliefs prevented it 
from working with same-sex foster parents. The opinion, 
written by Chief Justice Roberts, turns on the First 
Amendment right to “the free exercise of religion.”  Rob-
erts’ opinion was narrow, arguing that Philadelphia failed 
to show that it had a compelling interest in refusing to 
grant Catholic Social Services an exemption from its 
nondiscrimination policy. Conservative activists were 
hoping that the Court would strike down its 1990 prece-
dent, known as Employment Division v. Smith, a case  

Continued on page 8 
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Unondale Alumni Wall of Fame 
Three Women Inducted —Last of Spring 2021 Honorees 

Judge Darlene Harris 

Darlene Harris,  
Uniondale HS Class of 
1983, has served as a 
judge on the Nassau 
County District 
Court since 2015.  Prior 
to election to the Court, 
she served a three-year 
term as a Nassau County 
Legislator representing 
District 1, which in-
cludes Uniondale. In 
addition, she has exten-
sive legal experience 
through public sector 
employment and private 
practice. 

Judge Harris received 
her undergraduate de-
gree from the University 
of Pennsylvania in 1986 and her J.D. degree from the 
Hofstra University School of Law in 1989.  At the induc-
tion ceremony, she was accompanied by family, including 
her husband, daughter and father Bishop RW Harris who 

serves as Bishop of Grace Cathedral International. 

Paul Marconi, President of the 

Uniondale Teachers’ Associa-

tion presented the citiation to 

his former student, Darlene 

Harris. 

Cherice Vanderhall 

Cherice, Vanderhall: Attor-
ney at Law. Ms. Vanderhall 
explained that law was  a 
career goal that she first as-
pired to as an elementary 
student at Walnut St. School.  
In accepting the award, she 
acknowledged the role that 
Uniondale teachers, at every 
level, played in the path to 
that goal. 

A 1999 graduate of the HS, 
she received a Bachelor’s 
Degree from SUNY Albany 
in 2002 and then attended Touro Law School, obtaining a JD Degree in 2009. 
She was admitted to the Bar in 2010.  In January, 2019, she left private prac-
tice to serve as the Village Attorney of the Incorporated Village of Hemp-
stead.   

Her family has a long history of community 
service and Cherice continues that legacy 
serving as a volunteer coach of the Uniondale 
HS Girls Track and Field Team.   

Continued on next page 

https://ballotpedia.org/New_York_District_Courts
https://ballotpedia.org/New_York_District_Courts
https://ballotpedia.org/New_York_District_Courts
https://ballotpedia.org/J.D.
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Wall of Fame Continued 

Gloria Maffettone 

Gloria Maffettone is a member of the Uniondale School 
District Public Relations Committee that 
is responsible for the Creation of the 
Alumni Wall of Fame.  She is a 1967 
graduate of the High School and a for-
mer teacher and administrator in the 
District.  After receiving her Bachelor’s 
Degree from Adelphi University, she 
taught in a private school for several 
years, eventually accepting a position at 
Walnut St. Elementary School in the 
School District she attended as a child 
and where she still resides.  Gloria ob-
tained her administrative certification 
and  became the Assistant Principal at 
Northern Pkwy Elementary School.   

Gloria secured an appointment as building principal in the 
Island Park School district, eventually retiring from that 
position after many years.  Currently, she is an active 
member of several Community organizations, including 
the Uniondale Community Council, and many Uniondale 
residents recognize that she remains, at heart, an educator.  
She is a very faithful supporter of the HS Show Choir, 
Rhythm of the Knight.  A young woman Nagi-Ann Ber-
nard, a member of the Show Choir, thrilled the audience 
at the inducation ceremony as she sang the National An-
them and a special rendition of “When a Hero Comes 
Along,” a song she dedicated to the current Uniondale 
“hero”.  Nagi-Ann will attend the prestigious Berklee Col-
lege of Music in Boston this coming fall. 

Gloria is a parishioner at St. Martha’s RC Church and is 
active in several ministries in the parish, most especially 
the Social Ministry Community Outreach program.  Glo-
ria and a few other parishioners were able to modify the 

program and its schedule in order to keep 
the food pantry open during the pandem-
ic.  Early in the 2020 shutdown, the 
Church program was one of the few in 
the area that continued to service those 
individuals and families from Uniondale 
and the surrounding communities who 
were food insecure.  

Besides her Uniondale activism, Gloria is 
involved in several other organizations 
and things of importance to her.  She 
keeps abreast of the happenings in the 
Island Park Schools and friends she made 
in the community. 

Gloria’s Italian roots are important to her 
and she has honored that legacy by being active in the 
Order Sons of Italy in America, America Lodge #2245 in 
Franklin Square.  Gloria is a past-president of that lodge.  
The parent organization, New York Grand Lodge Foun-
dation, Inc. is dedicated to charitable causes and has an 
extensive “Foundation Scholarship” program.  Gloria is 
also a member of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepul-
chre of Jerusalem, a Papal order that supports the 
“Christian presence” in the Holy Land, providing medical 
and educational facilities that are available to all. 

Gloria’s concern for others may have a world-wide reach, 
but she claims Uniondale as her “home” and the many 
friends she has in the community her “family!” 

Above Middle:  Gloria 
Maffettone with Justin 
Williams, a former stu-
dent who spoke at the 
induction ceremony say-
ing it was Ms. Maffettone 
who inspired him to be-
come a teacher.  Justin 
teaches English at  
Uniondale HS. 

Far Left: Gloria with 
friends, including Linette 
Carr-Hicks Director of 
the Show Choir(Right). 

Far Left:  
Nagi-Ann 
Bernard. 

Left: As a 
member of 
the committee 
Gloria offers 
the toast to 
inductee 
Judge  
Darlene  
Harris. 

Vanderhall family 
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Thurgood Marshall 

Notes continued 

As part of the agreement to develop housing on the A. 
Holly Patterson property, Engel Burman is constructing a 

“third” clubhouse for community use. 

that set the precedence that “First Amendment rights are 
not absolute.” The current status is that  laws affecting 
certain religious practices do not necessarily “violate the 
right to free exercise of religion as long as the laws are 
neutral, generally applicable, and not motivated by ani-
mus to religion.”   

In Smith, the Court held that religious beliefs did not ex-
cuse people from complying with laws forbidding polyg-
amy, child labor laws, Sunday closing laws, laws requir-
ing citizens to register for Selective Service, or laws re-
quiring the payment of Social Security taxes.  In that 
case, conservatives had hoped that the Court ruling would 
be more broad and determine that the “right to free exer-
cise of religion” would supercede such laws that affect 
ordinary practice of life.  Justice Scalia in the majority 
opinion stated “The rule respondents favor would open 
the prospect of constitutionally required religious exemp-
tions from civic obligations of almost every conceivable 
kind -- ranging from compulsory military service to the 
payment of taxes to health and safety regulation such as 
manslaughter and child neglect laws, compulsory vac-
cination laws, drug laws, and traffic laws; to social wel-
fare legislation such as minimum wage laws, child labor 
laws, animal cruelty laws, environmental protection laws, 
and laws providing for equality of opportunity for the 
races.” 

In the recent Philadelphia case, Roberts chose not to ad-
dress the larger issues involved but restricted the decision 
to the immediate case, based on the fact that the anti-
discrimination clause in the city's foster care certification 
policy included an allowance for exceptions to be made.  
Critics view the decision as “windfall for religious groups 
and a loss for LGBT supporters.”  A more pragmatic 
view might be that Roberts chose the path he did to bring 
the more liberal justices into the majority and at the same 
time “minimize the impact on LGBT rights.” 

 

The second case was a third ruling on the Affordable 
Care Act (ACA).  The Supreme Court has considered 
three cases challenging the ACA(aka Obamacare) since 
the inception of the law in 2010.  In this third case, like 
the previous two, the Court upheld the law, allowing the 
legislation to stand as the Law of the Land. 

In a 7-2 decision, while the court actually refused to con-
sider the merits of the case, the Court delivered its strong-
est defense of the law to date. The two previous decisions 
came with 5-4 and 6-3 votes as Chief Justice John  
Roberts, joining with the more liberal members of the 
court, voted in the majority.  Surprising many court 
watchers, were the votes of Justices Clarence Thomas 
and Amy Coney Barrett in this case to uphold the law. 

In the original case, those opposing the ACA bill ques-
tioned the legality of the “individual mandate” (the re-
quirement that placed a fine on those without health in-

Supreme Court Decisions 

surance) which was one of the key components of the 
bill and paramount in that first case heard by the Su-
preme Court.  Justice Roberts penned the decision, ren-
dered in 2012, essentially saying that the individual man-
date was legal as it was a “tax”.   

Roberts’ opinion from 2012 was then at the center of the 
legal debate seven years later when the California v. 
Texas case was filed.  Specifically, the litigation in this 
latest case centered on the question of the constitutionali-
ty of the ACA once Congress “zeroed out” the monetary 
penalty in 2017.  Two individual plaintiffs and a group 
of states led by Texas argued that they were injured as a 
result of the now unenforceable mandate, and that the 
mandate was no longer a tax because it was not revenue-
generating.  Thus, they maintained, the ACA could no 
longer be upheld as constitutional.  

But the Court now found that the challengers had “failed 
to state a cognizable injury and thus, lacked standing.”  
Essentially the plaintiffs had no legal basis for filing a 
law suit. 

Justice Samuel Alito, whose strongly worded dissent 
was joined by Justice Neil Gorsuch, did argue the merits 
of the case.  Had Alto been writing the majority decision, 
he would have struck down the entire program immedi-
ately, leaving 21 million people uninsured and millions 
more without the protection for pre-existing medical 
conditions the bill provides. 

The political climate and citizen impression of 
“Obamacare” is very different today than it was ten years 
ago.  Since early 2017, more Americans have supported 
the law than have opposed it, and the trend continues for 
more participation and approval.  As of May 2021, 53% 
of Americans supported the ACA and 35% opposed it.    

The question now becomes whether there is still the po-
litical will to “kill” an increasingly popular program, es-
pecially when there has been no viable alternative pro-
posed.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selective_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_Security_(United_States)
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/18/us/politics/tax-cut-obamacare-individual-mandate-repeal.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/18/us/politics/tax-cut-obamacare-individual-mandate-repeal.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2021/06/17/supreme-court-rejects-obamacare-challenge-brought-texas/4153925001/
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/593/19-840/#tab-opinion-4440774
https://www.kff.org/interactive/kff-health-tracking-poll-the-publics-views-on-the-aca/#?response=Favorable--Unfavorable&aRange=all
https://www.kff.org/interactive/kff-health-tracking-poll-the-publics-views-on-the-aca/#?response=Favorable--Unfavorable&aRange=all
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Monthly Raffle 

Our monthly raffle has proven to be a fun and popular agenda item.  Join 
us on July 19th and remain to the end of the meeting for the raffle. 

You may be a winner!  Donations of Raffle Prizes Are Welcome. 

JUNETEENTH 
Now the 10th Federal Holiday 

Abraham Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation, issued on 
January 1, 1863, had of-
ficially outlawed slavery 
in the Confederate States 
but not in slave-holding 
states that remained loyal 
to the Union.  After the 
end of the Civil War, 
enforcement of the Proc-
lamation generally relied upon the advance of Union 
troops. Texas, as the most remote state of the former Con-
federacy, had seen an expansion of slavery and had a low 
presence of Union troops.  Enforcement there was slow 
and inconsistent until June 19, 1865 when an announce-
ment of General Order No. 3 by Union Army general 
Gordon Granger proclaimed and enforced the freedom of 
enslaved people in Texas, which was the last state of the 
Confederacy where institutional slavery existed.   

By June 19, 1865, slavery had been eliminated in all of 
the northern states but Kentucky and Delaware.  The 
Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution, which abol-
ished slavery nationwide, was ratified about six months 
later on December 6, 1865, ending slavery in the last two 
slave-holding states.   

In recognition of the ending of slavery, Juneteenth, offi-
cially Juneteenth National Independence Day, has been 
celebrated on June 19 in various parts of the United States 
since 1866.  The effort to make Juneteenth a Federal Holi-
day slowly gained momentum over many years.  The ef-
fort gained significant ground in the last Congress, but 
was still not readily acceptable.  A year ago, in July 2020 
an attempt to pass the bill establishing Juneteenth as a 
national holiday was blocked. 

The “Juneteenth National Independence Day Act” was 
introduced into the United States Senate by Senator  
Edward Markey(D-MA) on February 2, 2021.  On June 
15, 2021, the Senate Judiciary Committee unanimously 
recommended consent of the bill.  The bill then moved 
forward with incredible speed.  That same day, the bill 
was brought to the floor of the Senate and was approved 
unanimously.  On June 16, 2021, as the president was in 
flight home from his European trip, the House considered 
the bill and passed it on a 415-14 vote.  On Thursday, 
June 17, 2021, President Biden, with 94 year old activist 
Opal Lee present, signed the bill into law in time for the 
new holiday to be celebrated the very next day.  Because 
June 19, 2021 fell on a Saturday, the first observation of 
the new holiday occurred on Friday, June 18, 2021. 

Remembering Erzulie Damus  
Erzulie Damus, an immigrant from Haiti 
and a resident and business owner in Un-
iondale, died on June 20, 2020.  On April 
30, 1988 Erzulie and Claude Damus opened 
Claudy’s Beauty Supply on Uniondale Ave.  
“The Store” was the first Black Owned 
Beauty Supply in Nassau County; competi-
tors emulated their business model as they were the first 
minority owned business to partner with Proctor and 
Gamble Wholesale Line of Clairol Products, a partnership 
that still exists today.  Affectionately known as “Mrs. 
Claudy,” she insisted that a portion of all sales must be put 
back into the community through grants and scholarships 
to the local high school.  

Erzulie is survived by her daughters, Nancy Ann Nemorin 
and Claudy Makelele, two sons-in-law and three grand-
children. 

Monday, June 28, 2021 at 12:30pm 
Senator Charles Schumer’s Office 

145 Pine Lawn Road,  Melville, NY 11747  

VOTING Rights 

Almost 8 months after election day 2020, the country is 
still divided over the results and claims of fraud.  Many 
states are passing laws purported to ensure fair elections 
but that critics claim are designed to suppress voter rights. 

On Friday, June 25, Attorney General Merrick Garland 
announced that the Federal Department of Justice filed a 
lawsuit challenging Georgia’s allegedly discriminatory 
‘election integrity law.’  

A recent Voting Rights bill, For the People Act, that had 
been passed by the House of Representatives was blocked 
from debate on the Senate floor by the procedural 
“Filibuster” rule. 

Voter Rights should be a concern of every citizen and 
each should attempt to cull the truth from both sides of the 
argument.  With that premise in mind, we share the fol-
lowing information about a rally to be held on Long Island 
next week.  Surely both pro and con supporters will be 
present. 
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Keep Connected with the  Uniondale Community Council: 

Are you included the Uniondale Community Council Email List?  If not please share your address by:  

Emailing your name, address and email address to ucomm.council@gmail.com.  Or you may register 

through our website at www.uniondalecommunitycouncil.com. 

Fb.me/ucommcouncil @UCommCouncil 516-538-9487 

ucomm.council@gmail.com www.uniondalecommunitycouncil.com 

Are You a Dues Paying Member of the Uniondale  

Community Council? 
The fiscal year of the Uniondale Community Councils runs from October 1st through September 30th.  The support of 
the entire Uniondale Community is necessary if the organization is to continue the programs offered, over the course of 
several decades, to the young members of the community through the Council’s Youth Project.  Thus, we are encourag-
ing everyone to become a dues paying member.  Your dues and/or a donation to the Council help financially but are also 
indicative of strong community endorsement of the Council and its Youth Project.  Evidence of such community support 
is vital when grant applications are submitted to the State of New York and local government entities such as Nassau 
County and the Town of Hempstead. 

Programs sponsored by the Uniondale Community Council are available to the students and residents living in the  
Greater Uniondale Area, which encompasses sections of  Baldwin, Hempstead and Westbury that are part of the Un-
iondale School Distrct.   

Note: The information provided will remain confidential.  All contributions are tax deductible in the fullest extent of Section 501(c) (3) of 
the United States Internal Revenue tax code. 

Please Print (Make checks payable to the Uniondale Community Council 

and Send to UCC, 806 Jerusalem Ave., Uniondale, NY 11553) 

Name:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:_(______)________________________Cell:__(_______)___________________________ 

 

Email:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount Enclosed: $______________________Level:___________________________________ 

DUES/Donor Levels: Student $5.00   Individual $10.00  Parent/Guardian $15.00 

Family (2 or more) $25.00  Supporting $50.00   Sustaining $100.00 

   Angel Over $100.00  Other $_________ 

       Individual Life Membership $250.00     Family Life Membership $500.00 
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