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Monthly Raffle 

Our monthly raffle has proven to be a fun and popular 
agenda item.  Join us on September 19th and remain to 

the end of the meeting for the raffle. 
You may be a winner!  Donations of Raffle Prizes Are 

Welcome. 

Summer Camp 
Uniondale Community Council Youth Project 

The Uniondale Community Council Youth Project hosted 31 children in a five week 
summer camp program.  The students were exposed to a variety of activities, including 
arts and crafts, organized games and exercise routines, free play time and quiet reading.   
The students made a visit to the Uniondale Public Library and had weekly fun sessions 
at the wading pool at the Smith Street Park.  Each week, there was a field trip that in-
cluded the NY Hall of Science  in Queens, the Bronx Zoo, the Aquarium in Riverhead 
and Rye Playland.  The older children had an additional trip to the Maritime Museum at 
Jones Beach.  The camp program included breakfast and lunch that were provided 
throught the school district kitchens.  A barbeque was on the schedule for the Friday of 
the first week of camp and the last day of camp on August 13th. 

A large tent was 

rented to  

accommodate  

running the 

program primarily  

outdoors. 
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Photos from Summer Camp Program 

Making Cards 

Showing off the finished products.  Even the  

envelopes got decorarted! 

In addition to Executive Director, Lorraine 

Danser and Program Director Regla  

Belizaire, four counselors were on staff and 

several “Counselors in Training,” teen 

volunteers, were on hand to help with pro-

jects and coordinating activities. 

Decorated 
Rocks 

are now 

Paper-
weights! 
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Unondale Community 
Council Meetings 

Monday, August 16, 2021 
and 

September 19, 2021 

7:00pm via ZOOM 

Community Update 
Complimentary Raffle 

 

Upcoming Event 
30th Annual Cookout 
September 18, 2021 

Continued on next page. 

Uniondale School District 
New Superintendent Takes Office in July 

In June, the Board of Education of the Uniondale Public 
Schools announced the appointment of Dr. Monique  
Darrisaw-Akil to fill the position of Superintendent of 
Schools. 

Dr, Darrisaw-Akil comes to Uniondale 
having 28 years of teaching and admin-
istrative experience in the public 
schools of New York.   She began her 
education career as a high school social 
studies teacher at Boys and Girls High 
School in Brooklyn and went on to be-
come a staff developer, curriculum ad-
ministrator, high school principal and central administra-
tor in New York City.  

Dr. Darrisaw –Akil’s recent experience involves exposure 
to the educational programs and the students of Long Is-
land as she served as the Assistant Superintendent of Sec-
ondary Education, Programs and Policy in the Brentwood 
Union Free School District. 

She and her husband, also a public school educator/
administrator serving in New York City, live in Freeport.  
They have a blended family of five children.  In her on-
line introductory letter, the new superintendent says that 
“as both a mom and a career educator, I believe that 
schools must authentically partner with families for all 
students to thrive.”  She also adds “Uniondale UFSD has a 
reputation of academic excellence and strong community 
investment within its schools.  I plan to leverage that sup-
port from alumni, business owners, and community lead-
ers to bring even more opportunities to our scholars.” 

Welcome Dr. Monique Darrisaw-Akil! 

New President of the School Board and  
A Newly Elected Trustee. 
Five Member Board—All Women! 

The Board of Education Members and Officers for the 
2021-2022 School Year are: 

• Ms. Adelina Blanco-Harvey, President 

• Ms. Carol Eason, Vice President 

• Dr. Mary Bediako, Trustee 

• Mrs. Charmise P. Desiré, Trustee 

• Ms. Natalie J. Longsworth, J.D., Trustee 
 

In May, the Uniondale community elected Natalie  
Longsworth to fill the vacant seat on the 
Board of Education and re-elected 
Charmise Desiré, outgoing president, for 
another three year term.  At the July re-
organization meeting, Adelina Blanco-
Harvey was elected President and Carol 
Eason was selected to serve as Vice-
President of the Board. 

Ms. Blanco-Harvey 

Thank You Notes Received 

Senior Award Recipient Acknowledgements 

Greetings to all the scholarship donors, 

I am truly grateful for your financial support.  I would like 
to thank all the donors who choose me one of the candi-
dates for the [UCC Founders Award] scholarship.   
I am truly humbled. 

Best regards,  Harneet Singh 

     

I appreciate the money I have received.  The money will 
go to help me with college. 

Maximillon Minott  

     

Hattie Jackson Memorial Award 

“Give without feeling you are the best.” 

I must say that my volunteering has taught me a lot.  
Thank you, I am extremely grateful. 

Thank you. Macie Edgar 
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Continued on next page. 

Thank you so much for the scholarship.  It is greatly ap-
preciated.  This will definitely help me with all my col-
lege endeavors! 

From, Tahirah Chandon 
 (Class of 2021) 

    

Thank you for being a part of funding my future academic 
endeavors. I gladly appreciate it. 

Sincerely, Laika Jerome 

    

Thank You, continued 

Student Video 

As reported in past issues of 
the commUNITY newsletter 
and the July Meeting Notice 
attached, Laika Jerome was 
one of three Student Liaisons 
to the Uniondale Community 
Council for the school year 
2020-21.  As part of that pro-
gram she created a video on  
“Uniondale Community History and Migration.”  Laika inter-
viewed a number of community leaders for the project and the 
edited video was officially presented at a community Zoom 
meeting in July.  

It is very well done and provides an interesting look at 
Uniondale today.  If you have not seen the video or wish 
to have a second look, the above link is displayed on the 
school district website.   

Go to https://district.uniondaleschools.org.  Scroll down 
to find the above icon and click to view the video. 

America’s Right to Vote 

The 1965 Voting Rights Act signed into law by Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson was the culmination of years of ef-
fort and activism on the part of thousands.  It was designed 
to ensure that every American eligible to vote, regardless 
of gender, race, religion, etc., had equal opportunity to 
vote and have their choice counted.  In 2013, a Supreme 
Court decision weakened the law and critcs claim the deci-
sion recently rendered by the Court regarding laws passed 
in 2016 in Arizona weakens it further.  In the current polit-
ical environment, where changes in voting regulations are 
being proposed in 43 states, the potential to erode the Vot-
ing Rights Law further exists.   

The recent case centered on whether the 2016 Arizona 
law, which stated that only voters, family members or 
caregivers could deliver a ballot to the election authorities, 
violated the Voting Rights Act.  The court was also asked 
to rule on a longstanding state policy whereby ballots cast 
at incorrect poling sites were discarded.  

Prior to 2013, states making changes in voting regula-
tions had to show that it did not illegally affect minority 
voting.  The 2013 ruling reversed the burden of proof, al-
lowing changes to remain in place until the opposition 
could prove that minority voters were negatively impacted 
by such change.  In the current case, lawyers for the state 
argued that the intent was to prohibit "unlimited third-
party ballot harvesting,” and to protect the sanctity of the 
secret ballot, not to diminish individual rights to vote.  In 
the 6-3 decision, written by Justice Samuel Alito, the 
Court upheld the Arizona law, declaring it did not violate 
the Voting Rights Act. 

Regarding the disposal of ballots cast in the wrong 
precinct, the state argued that the policy was intended to 
prevent fraudulent multiple voting.  The court let the poli-
cy stand. 

In the descent Justice Elena Kagan claimed that the 
decision undermines the Voting Rights Act, saying it was 
"a statute that stands as a monument to America's great-
ness and protects against its basest impulses." 

Uniondale Alumni Wall of Fame 
Following the final installation ceremony held at Cornelius Ct. School for the Spring Semester on June 12th, we 

were aware that four additional banners were in place along the fence.  The explanation was that the four honorees were 
approved by the committee and the recipients were aware of the honor but formal induction ceremonies were not able to 
be scheduled.  Thus the four banners were hung in recognition of the status of the four alumni members of the Wall of 
Fame. 

The four are:Dr. Karida Brown, Class of 2000; Philip Riguer, Class of 1997; Tarik Ward, Class of 1999; and  
Kahiem Seawright, Class of 2005.   
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Continued on next page 

Dear Community Partner, 
Nassau County Executive Laura Curran and Office of Minority Affairs is pleased to share im-
portant information regarding the:  Boost Nassau Resource Center 
 
THE BOOST NASSAU RESOURCE CENTER IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS! 
CLICK the link below if you are a NASSAU COUNTY: 
• Resident seeking rental assistance 
• Small Business looking for a grant or a loan 
• Non-Profit seeking resources for your agency 
https://www.nassaucountyny.gov/boostnassau  or call 516-572-2888. 

Boost Nassau Recovery Program 
Nassau County has established a program which will utilize frunds obtained through the Federal Bill, Amererican Res-
cue Plan, signed by President Biden in March, 2021.  The Boost Nassau Recovery Program, not yet finalized, will ad-
dress four areas of need in the County:  Economic Impact, Community Resources, Special Districts and Infrastructure.  
The infrastructure piece is still in the planning stages, but the other facets of the program have started.  The Special Dis-
tricts segments will address the needs of the schools in Nassau County; the Economic Impact piece is offering loans and 
grants to small businesses and non-profits such as the UCC Youth Project; and the Community Resources segment will 
address individual needs in meeting rent obligations.  The County recently announced the establishment of a Resource 
Center where businesses and individuals will be provided with further information and help.   

The Uniondale Community Council recently received the following email and asked that the information be shared.  
Also see a flier about the Resource Center elsewhere in the newsletter. 

Wall of Fame Honorees continued 

A bit of online research produced some information on 
each and confirms that Uniondale HS graduates have 
achieved success in numerous careers.  The community 
has reason to be proud! 

Dr Karida Brown is a tenure-track Assistant Professor in 
the Department of African American Studies and Sociolo-
gy at UCLA. She earned her Ph.D. in Sociology from 
Brown University in 2016, and an M.P.A. in Government 
Administration from the University of Pennsylvania in 
2011. Her research focuses on the relationship between 
race, social transformations, and communal memory. Her 
forthcoming book, “Gone Home: Race and Roots through 
Appalachia” (UNC Press), reconstructs the life histories 
of a cohort of African Americans who migrated through-
out the Appalachian region during the African American 
Great Migration. Her new research project, the Origins of 
Racial Inequality in Education, undertakes a global history 
of segregated schooling and its enduring legacies on race 
and education today. This research is funded by the Ful-
bright Global Scholars program and the Hellman Fellows 
Fund. 

Philip Rigueur joins Hartford HealthCare as Vice Presi-
dent for Enterprise Transformation. In this role, Phil will 
be responsible for developing transformative approaches 
for business segments; generating partnerships that ex-
pand HHC’s access in additional markets.  Phil’s profes-
sional background makes him extraordinarily prepared for 

this challenging role. He recently held a senior leadership 
role in CVS Health/Aetna’s Transformative Markets or-
ganization, where he partnered with various hospital sys-
tems to help individuals achieve their health objectives. 
Throughout his career, Phil has led teams that have suc-
cessfully developed and implemented profitable growth 
strategies in both mature and emerging markets. 

Rigueur has been recognized by several organizations for 
his business acumen and accomplishments, including The 
Network Journal 40 Under Forty; Savoy Magazine: Most 
Influential Blacks in Corporate America; and Hartford 
Business Journal’s 40 under Forty Award. His communi-
ty involvement is extensive and serves on the Hartford 
Public Schools Board of Education. 

Phil holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Industrial and 
Labor Relations and a Master of Public Administration 
degree — both from Cornell University. He resides in 
Hartford with his wife, Leah, and their three children  

Tarik Ward, Director of Strategic Operations and Music 
Programs at ELMA Philanthropies Inc. 
Tarik Ward is the first-ever director of music programs 
for the ELMA Philanthropies Services. He will lead 
the expansion of the ELMA Music Foundation’s portfo-
lio, reach, and impact in the United States and South Af-
rica with organizations that are using music as an effec-
tive youth development tool.  Ward brings to this role a 
robust career in the public, private, and nonprofit sectors 
in the U.S. He also brings a passion for the role that mu-
sic can play in education and youth development.  

https://www.nassaucountyny.gov/boostnassau?fbclid=IwAR3XGDjOpyE3AigD4gMT_2NxNrvmWzC7LkyZIUED3sLIVkMauVJ_zT9N5VM
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Ward’s career includes seven years as a flight controller 
for the International Space Station with NASA; two years 
of consulting at Deloitte, including a focus on consulting 
with education and early childhood development nonprof-
its; and two years as chief operating officer of the Commit! 
Partnership, a Dallas, Texas–based collective impact non-
profit focused on expanding access to quality education 
for all children and youth, from cradle to career. 

Ward has a B.S. in aerospace engineering from the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology, and an M.B.A. and an 
M.A. in education from Stanford University. He plays the 
trumpet and has amassed a digital music collection that 
includes almost 100,000 songs. 

 
Kahiem Seawright, a professional basketball player, who 
grew up in Hempstead, NY and attended HS in Uniondale, 
NY.  As a 3-year starter, he won multiple county champi-
onships and a Long Island Championship. He was named 
first team all-county, 2-time first team all Long Island.  In 
2004, he was named Newsday player of the year. In 2005, 
he was selected to play in the Old Spice Red Zone All- 
Star shootout at DePaul University. 

Through hard work and constant determination, he was 
awarded an athletic scholarship at the University of Rhode 
Island.  His diligence, dedication, performance and leader-
ship earned him team captain his senior year. During his 
time at URI he received a few awards: A-10 All Tourna-
ment and All  A-10 Team.   Since graduating in 2009, Ka-
hiem has been playing professional basketball overseas.  
He has played in Argentina, Israel, Turkey and Spain.  On 
August 15, 2019, he has signed with Akhisar Belediye-
spor of the Turkish Basketball First League. 

Wall of Fame continued Book Awards 

Two Recipients of the Annaul Haitian Aposolate 
Award 

Two High School seniors of the Class of 2021 were re-
cently recognized for service to the community and the 
Parish of St. Martha’s by the Haitian Aposolate in the Par-
ish.  Both recipients of the “Book Award” attended 
schools in Uniondale and will pursue educational opportu-
nities at the college level in the fall.  Book Award recipi-
ents were honored at a festive Sunday luncheon and were 
introduced by fellow students. 

Senghor Cardy Louis  

The young man who announced this 
award, tells us that Senghor attend-
ed Uniondale High School for 4 
years where he participated in nu-
merous activities.  He was a mem-
ber of the Haitian and Caribbean 
clubs and a member of the  
Uniondale varsity soccer team 
school for 3 years.  Having scored  
5 outstanding goals, Senghor was 

nominated as an all-county soccer player and received an 
award for being the most hard-working soccer player of 
the year. 

Senghor is a part of the young adult group of St. Martha’s 
Church.  In the fall he will attend Nassau Community Col-
lege where he will major in business administration to 
ultimately become a personal finance advisor.  

Christie Anglade lives in Hempstead but attended 
schools in Uniondale, first at St. 
Martin dePorres Marianist 
School. She recently graduated 
from Kellenberg Memorial High 
School, where she mantained per-
fect attendance for all 4 years. 

She was senior leader, volunteer-
ing her time and giving incoming 
freshman classes tours of the 
school and she also was a Mari-
anist leader, helping/guiding un-
derclassmen for retreats and faith 
Fridays. 

Chriistie was involved in various clubs including but not 
limited to general student organizations, fashion club, and 
SMART club. Volunteers of the Smart Club “give back” 
by helping students at St Martin de Porres Marianist 
School with homework and in other capacities.  Christie 
worked with a club for junior high girls at St. Martin’s 
called Purple and Gold where two teams, Purple and Gold, 
competed.  Each year, Christie choreographed a dance for 
the purple team to perform in the competition.  During her  
years in high school with her leadership involvement, the 
purple team has ALWAYS won.  Christie plans to attend 
St. John’s University in the fall. 

Rememberomg a Uniondale Community 
Council  Member 

Lorraine San Filippo, a 67 year 
resident of Uniondale died on August 
8th after a short illness.  Lorraine 
worked as a teaching assistant at St. 
Martin dePorres Marianist School for 
many years.  She did not drive, 
walked miles in Uniondale over the 
years and was not a fan of modern 
technology.  She may not have at-
tended community meetings, but she was aware of com-
munity issues and had the same concerns as most of our 
members.   

She was a dues paying member of the Uniondale 
Community Council, supported our fundraising efforts 
and even made a final contribution to our “Send a child to 
camp” campaign a few weeks ago.  She participated in the 
summer camp programs by volunteering to help with the 
arts and crafts activities along with UCC  Secretary Kath-
leen Lyons.   

In her quiet way, Lorraine made a difference for chil-
dren and the residents of Unondale. 

Our condolences are extended to Lorraine’s family. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akhisar_Belediyespor_(basketball)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkish_Basketball_First_League
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Community Events 

Uniondale Community Festival 

July 31st 

On Saturday, July 31st, the Uniondale Community came 
together to share a fun afternoon in the sun with friends 
and neighbors.  After a long year of COVID restrictions, 
the festival was the first real opportunity for residents to 
gather and celebrate. 

The free to residents event, Uniondale Community Festi-
val sponsored by the John J. Byrne Community Center 
and Wolfpack United featured a lavish buffet, an ice 
cream truck, vendors, face painting and entertainment.  
Proceeds from the event, held at the John J. Byrne center 
on Jerusalem Ave., went to the community based sponsor-
ing organizations.   

UCC Board Members:  Julia Ross, James Jacobs, Mary-Ellen 

Kreye and Bibi Boucicaut. 

UCC Members with Senator Kevin Thomas.  with Assemblywoman Taylor Darling   Lorraine Danser and AM Darling 

Far Left:  David Greaves, President   
John. J. Brryne Center, with guests. 

Left:   Uniondale Community Council 
Officers, Mary-Ellen Kreye(VP) and  
Nancy Skeete(President) address the 
audience. 

Below Left: Adelina Blanco-Harvey, 
School Board President. 

Below Middle:  A Jazz band composed of 
students and school district music staff 
performed.   
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Thurgood Marshall 

Uniondale Community Land Trust Soiree 

The Uniondale Community Land Trust currently has 
three projects being in the planning stages.  To support 
the projects, the organization held a fundraising Soiree on 
Thursday, August 12th from 6:00pm to 8pm at Otto’s on 
the canal in Freeport. 

Though the evening temperatures hovered in the high 90s 
there was a “cool” breeze that came across the deck at the 
outdoor event.  And as U-CLT President Paul Gibson 
reported, a “cool” Jazz band provided music throughout.   

A complimentary drink and light refreshments provided 
the stimulus for pleasant conversations with fellow  
Uniondale residents.  A raffle provided an additional 
source of needed funds as well—a dollar a ticket or an 
arms length for five dollars.  The five dollar option was a 
clever way of making people think that they had a better 
chance of winning! Above: U-CLT Board Members 

Left NY State Senator 
Kevin Thomas takes 
time from chatting 
with people to have 
a photo taken with 
them. 

Right: the Senator. 
with Vice-President 

Nicole Burke,  
President Paul  

Gibson, and Execu-
tive Director Nicole 

Jean Christian. 

Far Left: the raffle baskets which contained 
“fun” things—a collection of lottery tickets 
and some celebratory  wines.   

Left: Arm lengths of raffle tickets. 

Right: a winner! 

Left:  the “cool” Jazz band that was 
really “hot”! 

Correction:  In the last 
issue in he Juneteenth 
article there was an 
error. The sentence 
should have read: “By 
June 19, 1865, slavery 
had been eliminated…”   
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Uniondale Historical Places 

United Methodist Church of Uniondale.  View from East side of Uniondale Ave. 

The Methodist Church at the corner of 

Northern Pkwy and Uniondale Ave., 

has a long history in the community.  

The small white building in the photo 

at the left is the original church which 

dates to 1931.  When the community 

outgrew the space, a larger church was 

built in 1957.  Designed as a separate 

space, it is adjacent to and actually 

physically attached to the older church 

building.  Thus the address of the  

religious community is still listed as 

720 Uniondale Ave., these many years 

later. 

Farm Museum 

We’ve included the photo below in prior issues and 
had planned to use those of the Methodist church in 
this issue when a delightful surprise popped into our 
emails through Facebook.  It was not to be ignored! 

Below left:  The Goehner farm stand as it looks today in its present 
location in Uniondale Park 
Below:  “Hermans” Farm Stand as it looked in its original home on  
Jerusalem Ave., where the Stafford Farms condo complex is today.  
Thank you to the Uniondale History Facebook group. 
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School Construction 

Northern Parkway 

Work in progress on the 
North Side of the existing 
school building.   

On a sunny July day, even 
the workers were willing to 

pose for a photo. 

Construction began at Northern Pkwy in the 
Spring—on the north side.  The portion on the 

South side of the building was started at a later 
date.  At the time the photos were taken, the 

footings were in place but no girders. 

 

Construction at Northern Pkway is adjacent 
to the road and easier to view through the 
fence.  At Smith Street, construction is tak-
ing place in the back of the building along 
the segment of property that fronts the 
Southern State Parkway.  At California Ave. 
the addition is being added to the west side 
of the building and along the back edge of 
the property that abuts the Hofstra campus.  
There is no easy way to take photos,  Luck 
was on our side as normal maintenance was 
taking place on the oldest portion of the 
building on the California Ave. side. 

California Avenue 
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Keep Connected with the  Uniondale Community Council: 

Are you included the Uniondale Community Council Email List?  If not please share your address by:  

Emailing your name, address and email address to ucomm.council@gmail.com.  Or you may register 

through our website at www.uniondalecommunitycouncil.com. 

Fb.me/ucommcouncil @UCommCouncil 516-538-9487 

ucomm.council@gmail.com www.uniondalecommunitycouncil.com 

Are You a Dues Paying Member of the Uniondale  

Community Council? 
The fiscal year of the Uniondale Community Councils runs from October 1st through September 30th.  The support of 
the entire Uniondale Community is necessary if the organization is to continue the programs offered, over the course of 
several decades, to the young members of the community through the Council’s Youth Project.  Thus, we are encourag-
ing everyone to become a dues paying member.  Your dues and/or a donation to the Council help financially but are also 
indicative of strong community endorsement of the Council and its Youth Project.  Evidence of such community support 
is vital when grant applications are submitted to the State of New York and local government entities such as Nassau 
County and the Town of Hempstead. 

Programs sponsored by the Uniondale Community Council are available to the students and residents living in the  
Greater Uniondale Area, which encompasses sections of  Baldwin, Hempstead and Westbury that are part of the Un-
iondale School Distrct.   

Note: The information provided will remain confidential.  All contributions are tax deductible in the fullest extent of Section 501(c) (3) of 
the United States Internal Revenue tax code. 

Please Print (Make checks payable to the Uniondale Community Council 

and Send to UCC, 806 Jerusalem Ave., Uniondale, NY 11553) 

Name:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:_(______)________________________Cell:__(_______)___________________________ 

 

Email:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount Enclosed: $______________________Level:___________________________________ 

DUES/Donor Levels: Student $5.00   Individual $10.00  Parent/Guardian $15.00 

Family (2 or more) $25.00  Supporting $50.00   Sustaining $100.00 

   Angel Over $100.00  Other $_________ 

       Individual Life Membership $250.00     Family Life Membership $500.00 


