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Senator Kevin Thomas Attends December Meeting 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, meet-
ings of the Uniondale Community 
Council have been held virtually via 
ZOOM.  At the December meeting, 
New York State Senator Kevin Thomas 
attended and spoke about his objectives 
for the coming year, including the 
COVID restrictions, opening schools 
and school aid.   

The 2020 election saw record numbers 
of voters casting ballots nationwide and 
statewide, either in-person on November 
3rd or at early voting sites, or via mail-
in-ballots.  The number of mail-in-
ballots, which in New York were not counted until after the in-person results were 
recorded.  This caused the election results to not be finalized until the end of No-
vember.  The tallies of the votes cast on election day indicated that Thomas’ oppo-
nent seemed to be the winner.  However, during the November meeting, the final 
and complete count of votes for the seat in SD 6 was announced.  A cheer, which 
even virually was unmistakably happy, went up among the residents on-line.  Un-
iondale residents were pleased that the Senator was re-elected for another term.  

Thus, his attendance at the December meeting was the first opportunity for the Un-
iondale Community Council to congratulate the Senator and participate in a give-
and-take discussion about the needs of the community and what lies ahead at both 
the state and national levels. 

The Senator indicated that the issue of further stimulus bills, which would provide 
COVID testing and vaccination funding, provide families an infusion of needed 
funds, alleviate New York State financial concerns and avoid cuts to state aid for 
local schools was the responsibility of the Federal Government, but was within the 
ability and responsibility of residents to lobby House and Senator members, stress-
ing the importance of passing the stimulus bill. 

The Raffle held at the December Meeting was intended to provide a 
bit of Holiday Spirit.  It was well received, so the Uniondale Commu-

nity Council has decided to make the raffle a monthly event! 

We have a selection of items to raffle at the January Meeting  
including 2 seats for a Virtual Defensive Driving Class,  

provided by Marda Gaines.  JOIN US! 
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Ed Giuffre 

K. Harris 

Inauguration 
Country Has a New President 

Women Claim the Attention! 

On January 20, 2021, after a contentious election cycle and objections 

to the outcome, Joseph R. Biden was sworn in as the 46th President of 

the United States.  It may have been Joe’s day but he was upstaged by 

several women who were part of the history making occasion.  Kamala 

Harris was sworn  in as Vice-President, becoming the first woman to be 

elected to Higher Office.  She also becomes the first Black and Asian to 

hold that position. 

Three New York women were featured during the inaugural:  Justice 

Sonia Sotomayor, the first Latino to be appointed to the Supreme Court, 

conducted the swearing in ceremony for Vice-President Harris; Lady 

Gaga thrilled with her rendition of the National Anthem; and Jennifer 

Lopez sang a combined version of “This Land Is Your Land” and “America the Beautiful.” 

But it was a young, 22 year-old that captured the imagination of everyone who listened to her oratory.  Days 

later her performance still dominated the media coverage. 

Amanda Gorman set records as the youngest inaugural Poet Laureate with her presentation of a poem she 

wrote following the violence at the Capitol on January 6th.  In 2017, the young woman, a Harvard graduate, 

was recognized as the first National Junior Poem Laureate and she, like President Biden, had to overcome a 

speech impediment to be able to speak at public functions.  

Her poem: “The Hill We Climb” is worth another exposure.  We print it in its entirety. 

We’ve braved the belly of the beast. 

We’ve learned that quiet isn’t always 

peace. 

And the norms and notions of what just 

is 

isn’t always just-ice. 

And yet, the dawn is ours before we 

knew it. 

Somehow we do it. 

Somehow we’ve weathered and wit-

nessed 

A nation that isn’t broken, but simply 

unfinished. 

We, the successors of a country and a 

time, 

where a skinny Black girl 

descended from slaves and raised by a 

single mother 

can dream of becoming president, 

only to find herself reciting for one. 

And yes we are far from polished, 

far from pristine, 

but that doesn’t mean we are 

striving to form a union that is perfect. 

We are striving to forge a union with 

purpose, 

to compose a country committed to all 

cultures, colors, characters and 

conditions of man. 

And so we lift our gazes, not to what 

stands between us, 

but what stands before us. 

We close the divide because we know, to 

put our future first, 

we must first put our differences aside. 

We lay down our arms 

so we can reach out our arms 

to one another. 

We seek harm to none, and harmony for 

all. 

Let the globe, if nothing else, say this is 

true: 

That even as we grieved, we grew. 

That even as we hurt, we hoped. 

That even as we tired, we tried. 

That we’ll forever be tied together, victo-

rious 

not because we will never again know 

defeat, 

but because we will never again sow 

division. 

Scripture tells us to envision 

The Hill We Climb by Amanda Gorman 

Amanda Gorman 

Continued on next page. 
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that everyone shall sit under their own 

vine and fig tree 

And no one shall make them afraid. 

If we’re to live up to our own time, 

then victory won’t lie in the blade 

but in all the bridges we’ve made. 

That is the promise to glade 

the hill we climb 

if only we dare it. 

Because being American is more than a 

pride we inherit. 

It’s the past we step into 

and how we repair it. 

We’ve seen a force that would shatter 

our nation rather than share it, 

would destroy our country if it meant 

delaying democracy, 

and this effort very nearly succeeded. 

But while democracy can be periodically 

delayed, 

it can never be permanently defeated. 

In this truth, 

in this faith we trust. 

For while we have our eyes on the fu-

ture, 

history has its eyes on us. 

This is the era of just redemption 

we feared at its inception. 

We did not feel prepared to be the heirs 

of such a terrifying hour, 

but within it we found the power 

to author a new chapter, 

to offer hope and laughter to ourselves. 

So, while we once we asked, 

How could we possibly prevail over ca-

tastrophe? 

Now, we assert, 

How could catastrophe possibly prevail 

over us? 

We will not march back to what was, 

but move to what shall be. 

A country that is bruised but whole, 

benevolent but bold, 

fierce and free. 

We will not be turned around 

or interrupted by intimidation, 

because we know our inaction and iner-

tia 

will be the inheritance of the next gener-

ation. 

Our blunders become their burdens. 

But one thing is certain: 

If we merge mercy with might, 

and might with right, 

then love becomes our legacy 

and change our children’s birthright. 

So let us leave behind a country 

better than the one we were left with. 

Every breath from my bronze-pounded 

chest. 

We will raise this wounded world into a 

wondrous one. 

We will rise from the gold-limbed hills of 

the west. 

We will rise from the windswept north-

east, 

where our forefathers first realized revo-

lution. 

We will rise from the lake-rimmed cities 

of the midwestern states. 

We will rise from the sun-baked south. 

We will rebuild, reconcile and recover, 

and every known nook of our nation and 

and every corner called our country, 

our people diverse and beautiful will 

emerge, 

battered and beautiful 

When day comes we step out of the 

shade, 

aflame and unafraid. 

The new dawn blooms as we free it. 

For there is always light, 

if only we’re brave enough to see it 

If only we’re brave enough to be it. 

 

The Hill We Climb continued 

Thank You to All Who Support the Uniondale Community Council 

The COVID-19 Pandemic has changed how the UCC does things.  Meetings have become virtual, 
the Youth Project is on hiatus, the Dinner Dance has been postponed until January 2022.  We 
have tried to continue some of our regular projects.  We received sufficient contributions to 
present two families with gift cards to Shop Rite (rather than prepare a ‘basket’) to provide a 
holiday dinner.  We made a contribution to the INN, which we have done in the past, and this 
year were also able to make a donation to St. Martha’s Social Ministry program.  The Outreach 
program at St. Martha’s has remained open during the pandemic, so most of our charitable dona-
tions have gone directly to those who are food insecure in the Unondale community. 
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Unondale Community 
Council 

January Meeting 
Monday, January 25, 

2021 

7:00pm via ZOOM 

Community Updates 

Video Performance by 
High School Show Choir 

Complimentary Raffle 
 

A variety of prizes are availa-
ble,including 2 coupons for a 

Defensive Driving Class  spon-
sored by Automotive Academy 
for New York Driving School. 

Thank you to Marda Gaines! 

December Meeting Highlights 

Those who attended UCC’s December were awarded for 
their patience with several video presentations from the 
High School Jazz Band.  There are some very talented 
young people in Uniondale! 

As part of a Holiday Celebration, the UCC decided to 
hold a “door prize” raffle.  Names of those who were still 
in attendance at the end of the meeting were placed on a 
numbered list, which was displayed so that everyone 
knew their number.  An on-line random number generator 
was used to select the four winners.  Cynthia McManus 
was the first winner and she selected the collection of 
hand-made greeting cards; Claude Mangum was the re-
cipient of a set of wine glasses; Donna Jackson received a 
packet of 10 Uniondale Holiday cards and Regla Be-
lizaire, Youth Project Program Director, is now an offi-
cial member of the Uniodale Community Council having 
won the one-year UCC membership prize. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 

On Monday, January 18th, 
the people of the United 
States celebrated the life 
and deeds of the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Dr. King was the pastor of 
the Ebenezer Baptist 
Church in Atlanta, Geor-
gia; the first president of 
the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference; 
the recipient of the 1964 
Nobel Peace Prize; and a 
Civil Rights Movement 
activist.  King is best known for advancing civil rights 
through nonviolence and civil disobedience. 

Media coverage of the holiday and Dr. King’s activ-
ism typically concentrates on his “Letter from Bir-
mingham Jail” and the 1963 “I Have a Dream” speech 
given at the March on Washington. 

However, there are many significant quotes credited 
to Dr. King.  We offer some of these for your consid-
eration as they are also attributable to recent events in 
our American society and the impact of those events 
on the historical record of the country. 

"We must learn to live together as brothers or perish 
together as fools." 

"We may have all come on different ships, but we're 
in the same boat now." 

“If I cannot do great things, I can do small things in a 
great way.” 

“Returning violence for violence multiplies violence, 
adding deeper darkness to a night already devoid of 
stars.” 

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can 
do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do 
that.” 

“Nothing in the world is more dangerous than sincere 
ignorance and conscientious stupidity.” 

“Love is the most durable power in the world. 
This creative force is the most potent instru-
ment available in mankind’s quest for peace 
and security.” 

“Everybody can be great...because anybody 
can serve. You don’t have to have a college 
degree to serve. You don’t have to make your 
subject and verb agree to serve. You only 
need a heart full of grace. A soul generated by 
love.” 

“The time is always the right time to do the right 
thing.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Christian_Leadership_Conference
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Christian_Leadership_Conference
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_and_political_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nonviolence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_disobedience
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Keep Connected with the  Uniondale Community Council: 

Are you included the Uniondale Community Council Email List?  If not please share your address by:  

Emailing your name, address and email address to ucomm.council@gmail.com.  Or you may register 

through our website at www.uniondalecommunitycouncil.com. 

Fb.me/ucommcouncil @UCommCouncil 516-538-9487 

ucomm.council@gmail.com www.uniondalecommunitycouncil.com 

Are You a Dues Paying Member of the Uniondale  

Community Council? 
The fiscal year of the Uniondale Community Councils runs from October 1st through September 30th.  The support of 
the entire Uniondale Community is necessary if the organization is to continue the programs offered, over the course of 
several decades, to the young members of the community through the Council’s Youth Project.  Thus, we are encourag-
ing everyone to become a dues paying member.  Your dues and/or a donation to the Council help financially but are also 
indicative of strong community endorsement of the Council and its Youth Project.  Evidence of such community support 
is vital when grant applications are submitted to the State of New York and local government entities such as Nassau 
County and the Town of Hempstead. 

Programs sponsored by the Uniondale Community Council are available to the students and residents living in the  
Greater Uniondale Area, which encompasses sections of  Baldwin, Hempstead and Westbury that are part of the Un-
iondale School Distrct.   

Note: The information provided will remain confidential.  All contributions are tax deductible in the fullest extent of Section 501(c) (3) of 
the United States Internal Revenue tax code. 

Please Print (Make checks payable to the Uniondale Community Council 

and Send to UCC, 806 Jerusalem Ave., Uniondale, NY 11553) 

Name:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:_(______)________________________Cell:__(_______)___________________________ 

 

Email:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount Enclosed:___$___________________Level:___________________________________ 

DUES/Donor Levels: Student $5.00   Individual $10.00  Parent/Guardian $15.00 

Family (2 or more) $25.00  Supporting $50.00   Sustaining $100.00 

   Angel Over $100.00  Other $_________ 

       Individual Life Membership $250.00     Family Life Membership $500.00 
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