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Youth Project Staff Holds a Drive-By Graduation for 

the 5th Graders at Northern Pkwy! 

Left:  Uniondale Community Council Youth Project Executive Director, Lorraine Danser, 
displays the packet of goodies presented to each student.   

Right: Staff decorated cars for the caravan trip through Uniondale and Hempstead. 

On June 25, 2020, a caravan of cars, decorated with balloons and graduation posters, left 
the UCC Center on Jerusalem Ave. and headed North to Nassau Rd. and the first stop of 
the Drive-By Graduation that the TASK program staff planned to replace the party 
which would have been part of the normal end of year celebrations.  Each student in the 
After School Program who will move to a Middle School environment in the fall was 
visited and presented with a packet of school supplies and a photo collage.  The photo 
collage consisted of a message of congratulations and good wishes from each staff mem-
ber that was accompanied by a photo of the person.  Many happy smiles were caught in 
the photographs taken the afternoon of the Drive=By graduation!  

More Photos on Page 2! 
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Ed Giuffre 

Uniondale  

Community Council 

Participates in the 

“Safe At Home” 

Project! 

Right:  A project “kickoff” 

photo taken on July 15th at 

the RXR Plaza in Uniondale.   

The United Way in conjunction with the RXR Corporation 
has initiated a “Safe at Home” project which will “foster 
support for seniors.”  The program, funded by the RXR 
Corporation, will be administered by the United Way of 
Long island.  The Uniondale Community Council, Inc. is 
excited to be one of the local participating agencies. 

The primary goal is to reduce the amount of isolation that 
the on-going COVID-19 pandemic has caused among older 
residents and to provide the necessary support to allow that 
segment of the polulation to remain in their homes safely. 

Uniondale has been selected to serve as one of the focus 
area agencies for this exciting new program.  The Un-
iondale Community Council will be active in screening 
potential clients and gathering the contact information for 
those seniors  involved. 

Watch for additional information about the program! 

Pictured above right: Theresa Regnante, President & CEO, United Way of Long Island; Michael Maturo, President 

RXR; Jacob Dixon, CEO, Choice for All, Roosevelt; Lorraine Danser, Executive Director, Uniondale Community Council 

Youth Project; Rebecca D’Eloia, Senior Vice President, Project Executive, RXR. 

Drive-By Graduation  

More Photos on Page 6 
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Care Center.  The experience exposed her to the real life, day-to 
day-work on the nursing floor.  

The Jonathan Jackson Memorial Award was founded by the fam-
ily of Jonathan, a graduate of UHS; This 
year’s recipient is Elisha Maynard.  Elisha 
will attend Stony Brook University and 
major in Bio-Medical Engineering.  Elisha 
also volunteered for over 100 hours at a 
medical facility, this time the Nassau Uni-
versity Medical Center.  Elisha first joined 
the Junior Friends of the Uniondale Public 
Library as a sixth-grader.  The Junior 
Friends assist with children's activities 

such as arts and crafts and the summer reading program.  The 
Junior Friends also help plan the annual Hispanic Heritage and 
Black History programs. 

The Frank Young  Memorial Award 
honors and remembers a gentlemen 
who was a long-time member and 
officer of the Uniondale Community 
Council.   Cierrah Thomas, this year’s 
recipient of the Frank Young Award 
will major in Biology at Stony Brook 
University.  Cierrah says that her vol-
unteer experience at Winthrop hospi-
tal was a great first step toward her 
ultimate career goal of becoming a pediatrician.  Cierrah also 
helped to organize The Hairmadness Foundation's first “Breast 
Cancer Awareness Makeover Estravaganza” for over 100 sen-
iors.  The Foundation ‘s focus is providing solutions for hair loss 
during cancer treatments. 

The Director’s Award for Service to the 
Uniondale Community Council and the 
Youth Project is awarded specifically to 
a student whose service was to this 
organization.  Witshell Simon was a 
Counselor in Training during summer 
camp at the UCC Center and helped 
with many organizing tasks and 
marched with the UCC members during 
the Memorial Day parades.  Witshell 

was part of the nursing program at UHS and will attend Nassau 
Community College in their nursing program.  Upon completion 
of that two-year program, she hopes to transfer to Molloy Col-

Six Uniondale High School Graduates Receive Uniondale 

Community Council Awards 
The Uniondale Community Council Senior Awards, granted each 
year to graduating seniors of Uniondale High School are funded 
through member donations and the fund-raising activities of the 
Council.  The students selected have demonstrated volunteer 
service to community organizations, through school programs 
or in conjunction with organizations whose goals are important 
to the student. 

The Awards are offered in honor of Community Activists as well.  
The Marie and Ernest Catanese Award for Community Service 
recognizes the years of dedicated service of this couple.  
Through the Uniondale Historical Society and U.N.I.T.E. they 
have been responsible for the creation of the Martin Luther 
King Peace park at the corner of Uniodnale Ave. and Nassau Rd. 
and the Children’s Farm Museum located in the Uniondale Ave. 
Park.   

The recipient of the Marie and Ernest Catanese award is Nia 
Burke.  Nia has volunteered with several 
community organizations but the Long 
island Youth Foundation has garnered a 
significant amount of her time over many 
years.  She primarily worked with the 
Foundation’s dance program.  She chore-
ographed the dance routines and taught 
the moves and routine to other girls.  The 
program also provided the opportunity 
for peer counseling and discussions with 
the younger girls about hygiene, school 

and home life, etc.  Nia will attend Bufffalo State College, major-
ing in Graphic Design. 

The Uniondale Community Council 
Founders Award honors the legacy of 
those who were instrumental in organiz-
ing the Council; this year the recipient of 
the Founders’s Award is Harold Willliams 
who was a volunteer at the UCC Summer 
Camp for several years, working with the 
younger students in his role as “Counselor 
in Training.”  Harold also volunteered as a 
member of the stage crew of the famed 
Uniondale High School Show Choir.  Har-

old will attend Five Towns College, majoring in Music. 

Baily Jeffries is the recipient of the Gregory Maney Memorial 
Asward, which remembers the Hof-
stra professor who was instrumental 
in establishing the Uniondale Com-
munity Land Trust.  Bailey has been 
accepted at  CUNY School of Medi-
cine Sophie Davis Biomedical Educa-
tion Program at City College,  a 7 year 
B.S/M.D program. At Uniondale HS, 
Bailey was part of the nursing pro-
gram and accrued over 100 hours of 
volunteer work at the Meadowbrook 

The Uniondale Council Award recipients 
have been invited to join the ZOOM 

meeting on Monday, July 20, 2020.  Join 
the meeting to meet this incredible young 

people! 
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June ZOOM Meeting Informative 
The second Virtual meeting of the Uniondale Community 
Council on  June 23, 2020 was informative and well or-
chestrated by UCC Board Member, Paul Gibson and 
Youth Project Executive Director Lorraine Danser.   

The primary presentor was Marda Gaines, whose topic 
was Driving Safety.  Marda who runs the Automotive 
Academy of New York—a driving school in Uniondale, 
discussed the importance of safe driving techniques and 
prepared a Power Point presentation that highlighted tips 
and pertinent facts.   

The ZOOM participants also heard from Roseanne 
Wieitekamp of the Census bureau.  She presented the 
facts, stressing the importance of obtaining 100% partici-
pations in the 2020 census.  Discussion took place about 
future initiatives. 

Lenore.Pringle, Administrative Assistant to the Assistant 
Superintendent for Business of Uniondale Public schools 
answered questions regarding the failed budget.  She was 
also able to discuss various programs and academic offer-
ings provided for the students of Uniondale. 

Paul Gibson, President of the Uniondale Community Land 
Trust reported that the U-CLt was awaiting word about the 
mortgage application status for the home on Macon Place.  

Food Distribution at Nassau Veteran’s Memorial Coliseum 

The July 2nd Event Was Provided by Nassau County in Conjunction with Island Harvest. 

Hundreds of cars packed the streets of Uniondale; a forerunner of times to come? 

Left: Esther Williams, UCC Ad-
ministrative Assistant, was a 
volunteer at the event. 

Marda Gaines 

Lenore Pringle 

Roseanne Weitekamp 

Note:  Photos are “screenshots” 

taken d during the meeting. 
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School District Budget Revote! 

July 28, 2020 

6am-9pm 

All Elementary Schools! 

Registration: July 16, 2020 

9am-12pm & 6pm-9pm  

Board Room at HS/District Office 
933 Goodrich St., Uniondale 

Budget Hearing 

July 21, 2020, 7:00pm 

High School Auditorium 

2020 Census 

New York State Comproller, Thomas DiNapoli has 
warned that New York lags behind the remainder of the 
Country in the number of responders to the census.   
57.6% of New York households have finished the survey, 
compared to a 62% national average response rate. 
The Comptroller also sent out a notice indicating that 
New York State revenue has dramatically decreased in the 
past few months.  “New York is in danger of being under-
counted,” DiNapoli said. “The stakes are high and New 
York could not only lose Congressional representation but 
critical funding for education, public transit, housing and 
more.” 
 

The Comptroller also reported that New York State reve-
nue has dramatically decreased since the State Budget was 
passed in April.   

The budget deal allowed for the Governor to make cuts in 
spending and funding for municipalities and school dis-
tricts if revenue decreased.  Governor Cuomo has already 
made cuts in the adopted budget, and the consensus seems 
to be that cuts in state aid to school districts are inevitable 
if the trend continues. 

That possibility makes a full census count for New York, 
Long Island and Uniondale in particular on the 2020 cen-
sus most critical! 

A review of the count by counties does indicate that Long 
Island is ahead of the state curve with Nassau County hav-
ing  the highest response rate with the census already 
completed by 68.2%. But that is still well under the 100% 
response needed to ensure that we receive a fair share of 
Federal Funds!  A complete count includes ALL RESI-
DENTS REGARDLESS OF IMMIGRATION  
STATUS. 

Complete the census information if you have not done so; 
encourage family and neighbors to do so also! 

You may complete the form several ways; one per 

household is required:  

On line: https://2020census.gov. 

By phone with a Census Questionnaire Assistance  

representative: 1-844-330-2020. 

Mailing a completed form.  To request a form or to obtain 

your code call the Census Bureau Customer Service Cen-

ter: 1-800-923-8282  

Join Us for the Uniondale Community  

Council ZOOM Meeting 

Monday, July 20, 2020.  Find the link in the 

email! 

Meeting Agenda 

July 20, 2020 

Welcome 

School Budget 

Youth Project Report 

Engel Burman 

Minority Affairs 

UHS Senior Awardees 

Census 

Correspondence, Announcements 

Do You Know Someone Who is NOT 
on the UCC Email List? 

If so, share the attached Meeting Notice 
(page 3-4) with them.  Urge them to  
forward their email to the Uniondale  

Community Council so that they may kept 
informed about community happenings. 
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Keep Connected with the  Uniondale Community Council: 

Are you included the Uniondale Community Council Email List?  If not please share your address by: 

Emailing your name, address and email address to ucomm.council@gmail.com.  Or you may register 

through our website at uniondalecommunitycouncil.com. 

Fb.me/ucommcouncil @UCommCouncil 516-538-9487 

ucomm.council@gmail.c www.uniondalecommunitycounci

We Get Mail! 

I want to thank the members of the 

UCC Board for endowing this scholar-

ship on me and helping me and my  

financial need. 

Harold Williams 

 

Community Council 

Thank you. 

Nia (Burke) 

 

To:  UCC Gregory Maney Memorial 

Thank you so much for supporting me 

as I continue my education.  It has 

been an absolute blessing to study and 

serve at Uniondale.  Thank you so 

much from the bottom of my heart. 

U Strong for Life 

Bailey (Jeffries) 

Thank you for picking me for this scholar-

ship!  I am thankful and appreciative be-

ing nominated and chosen.  Thank you. 

Love, Cierrah (Thomas) 

 

Thank you for this scholarship.   As I go 

into my new lifestyle, I will always remem-

ber to thank my community for making 

my dreams come true. 

Witshell Simon 

 

To:  UCC Jonathan Jackson Memorial 

Award 

I’m honored to have received this scholar-

ship and the funds will aid greatly in  

furthering my education. 

Elisha Maynard 


