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Monthly Raffle 

Our monthly raffle has proven to be a fun and popular 
agenda item.  Join us in April and remain to the end of 

the meeting for the raffle. 
You may be a winner! 

Donations of Raffle Prizes Are Welcome. 

Continued on next page 

Uniondale High School and Two Middle Schools 

Welcome In-Person Classses 
UCC After School Program Begins at Lawrence Rd. MS 

On Monday, March 15, 2021, after a year’s hiatus Uniondale HS welcomed students 
into the building.  9th graders were invited to attend two days a week and continue with 
virtual classes on the other three days.  Two groups of students are in the in-class pro-
gram,  One group attends on Monday and Tuesday, the other on Thursday and Friday 
and all students attend virtually on Wednesday so that the building can be thoroughly 
cleaned before the second groups of students arrive.  At Lawrence Road and Turtle Hook 
Middle Schools, 6th graders were welcomed on the same type of schedule.  Pandemic 
safety procedures are in place: temperature taken of students entering, social distancing 
and masks are required. 

In keeping with the new schedule, the Uniondale CommunityCouncil has also begin its 

after-school program at Lawrence Road.  In the interim, the Center for Desease Control 
(CDC) announced new guidelines for schools, loosening some regulations, predominant-
ly the 6 foot social distancing recommendation.  The new guidelines, recognizing that 
schools have had less transmission of the COVID-19 disease than is found in the general 

Current Elementary Classroom Configuration 
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population, are now set at 3 feet.  This allows for more 
flexibility for schools to plan to reopen the buildings to 
more students and more days per week.  The Uniondale 
School District was already making plans to bring more 
students into the buildings this spring.  As that happens, 
the UCC after-school program will continue to adjust ac-
cordingly.  Call the UCC Center at 516-538-9487 for fur-
ther information. 

By making the changes at this time, the CDC has provid-
ed school district administrators sufficient time to plan 
well for a school opening in September. 

Happenings Around the Uniondale Community 

In-Person Classes continued Uniondale Community 

Council Recognized for 

Efforts on Behalf of the 

2020 Census. 

COVID-19 Vaccinations 

The Nostrand Gardens Civic Association and the  
Uniondale School District worked with NY State Senator 
Kevin Thomas and his staff to provide a pop-up vaccina-
tion site at the Uniondale HS on March 4th.  Those obtain-
ing an appointment had to be residents of Uniondale and 
age 65 or older.  Various organizations and community 
leaders, including the Uniondale Community Council sur-
veyed members and residents  to find those who needed 
the vaccination.   

Those who received the first dose on  March 4th are 
scheduled for the second dose on March 25th. 

The event on March 4th provided vaccines for 250 
people and a second event on Saturday March 6th in 
Hempstead allowed the Senator’s staff to schedule ap-
pointments for some of our seniors who could not be ac-
commodated at the March 4th event.  Senator Thomas  
arranged for additional vaccination events in the following 
weeks and additional Uniondale residents who had submit-
ted names to the UCC and other groups were fortunate to 
be included. 

In addition, the Senator arranged for all the staff of the 
Uniondale School District to be vaccinated—one more 
step in bringing students back into the buildings.  The Sen-
ator’s staff seems to have been working “around the 
clock” to schedule thousands of residents for the vaccine 
shots. 

Uniondale School District Food Distribution 
MEAL DISTRIBUTION FOR SPRING RECESS. 

Nassau Coliseum COVID-19 vaccination site 
is now open for appointments! 
Go to the County Website at: 
https://www.nassaucountyny.gov/vaccine 

All eligible residents can make an appointment. To make 
an appointment select the click here option and use the 
authorization code Nassau21 to make an appointment at 
the Coliseum. 

Nassau County has also provided a Vaccine Hot-
line for Seniors.   
Nassau County launched a designated hotline to answer 
senior’s questions about the vaccine and help them book 
an appointment. The hotline is available 7 days a week, 
Monday through Sunday, from 9:00am to 4:45pm. 

Nassau County Senior Citizen Coronavirus Hotline: 
516-227-9590.   

Food distribution providing meals for families in need 
during the spring break will take place at all Uniondale 
schools.  Five breakfasts and five lunches will be available 
on each the following days: Wednesday, March 24, 9 AM 
to 12 PM (to cover March 29 to April 2nd) and Friday, 
March 26, 9 AM to 12 PM (to cover April5-9).  

Uniondale mourns the loss of three community activiists and the Uniondale  
Community Council sends sincere condolences to their families. 

Yvonne Lee, wife of James Lee who is active in a number of community organiza-
tions especially the John J. Byrne Neighborhood Center. 

James “Curry” Carter, former maintenance supervisor at the Uniondale Public  
Library who died just two months after his retirement in December. 

Dr. Aubrey Lewis, 73, died at his Uniondale home on January 31st. Dr. Lewis, a  

Cardiology Specialist maintained a practice in Merrick for 42 years.   

https://nassau.mhonsite.com/
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Unondale Community 
Council 

April Meeting 
Monday, April 18, 2021 

7:00pm via ZOOM 

Community Updates 

Complimentary Raffle 

Uniondale Public Library Receives a 

CARES Grant 

The Hempstead Town Board, including Senior Council-

woman Dorothy Goosby and Town Supervisor Donald 

Clavin, recently approved more than $120,000 in grants 

to several Public Libraries in the Town.  The Uniondale 

Public Library was one of 6 recipeints and will be the re-

cipient of $23,490.80 of the funds. The funds were part of 

the Federal CARES stimulus bill, passed in the spring of 

2020, to help citizens, businesses and local governments 

deal with the impact of the COVId-19 pandemic.  The 

funds will help the libraries continue their mission of ser-

vice to the community while operating efficiently and 

safely during the pandemic. 

Congratulations  

Angela Perry 

As part of the celebration of Black 
History Month, Legislator Kevan 
Abrahams, in partnership with 
Fedelis Care, hosted a virtual “Salute 
to Unsung Heroes” event on Febru-
ary 2, 2021.  Sixteen honorees were 
selected  “In recognition of Outstand-
ing Leadership, Contributions and 
Community Service.” 

Uniondale’s Angela Perry, pictured 
third from top on the left column, 
was a well-deserving recipient. 

Acting Superintendent Issues a 

Statement on Recent Mass Shootings 

Rhonda Taylor, Acting Superintendent of the Uniondale 
Public Schools, posted a statement in response to the re-
cent mass shootings in Atlanta , Georgia and Boulder, 
Colorado.  You can read the full statement on the District 
website: at:https://district.uniondaleschools.org. 

Ms. Taylor expessed sympathy and concern for the vic-
tims and their families and condemned the actions of the 
perpetrators.  As an educator, she called for healing.  In  
keeping with that concept, a virtual seminar is planned 
for Thursday, March 26th at 3:00pm. 

An information flyer about the seminar appears on Page 
7 and can also be found on the District website. 
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Uniondale Historic Site 

Children’s Farm Museum in Uniondale Park 

Thurgood Marshall 

Until the end of World War II, a large portion of the Hempstead 

Plains that extended from the Queens border to the Republic Airport in 

Farmindale was farmland.  The the “Levittown Experience” changed 

the look of the middle corridor of Nassau County from quiet farms to 

bustling surburbia. 

The Gehner farm on Jerusalem Ave. was one of the last remnants of 

the farms that once dominated Uniondale.  When the family finally 

decided to cease farming and sell the property, which now houses the 

Stratfford Farms condominium complex, Ernie and Marie Catanese 

fought to preserve the farm stand, which was a popular source of sum-

mer vegetables and frequented by most of the residents of Uniondale.   

The building, with decades of dirt caked on the floors, was moved to 

a corner of the Uniondale Park.  After much outreach to Town and 

County officials and negotiations with private entities, Avalon Bay 

finally stepped forward and helped to fund the renovation of the build-

ing.   

In order to serve as a museum with visitors, es-
pecially children, the building had to meet current 
safety standards and the provisions of the Ameri-
cans of Disability Act.  The sign in front indicates 
that the building dates to the 1890s, but we can be 
sure that it did not come to the park with the mod-
ern electrical system that is now in place.  In fact, 
the building is now absolutely charming, which in 
its former location was not true and was never the 
reason people visited.  It was the fresh Uniondale-
grown corn and tomatoes that drew the crowds.  
And there were often crowds and sold out items 
that disappointed many. 

Thanks to Marie and Ernie, this bit of Uniondale 
History has been preserved. 

Photo below was taken through the fence 

that surrounds the site, resulting in the grid 

and sunspots, but it does provide a good 

frontal view of the building. 
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Woman’s History Month 

A school assignment that “mushroomed” 
March is Woman’s History Month, along with Irish Heritage Month, National Nutrition Month , Save Your Vision 

Month , National Craft Month and more.  We observe the IDES of March on the 15th , St. Patrick’s Day on the 17th and 
cheer on the college basketball teams during the annual March Madness —the NCAA tournament.  October is officially 
Italian Heritage Month, but many of that ethnicity also celebrate the Feast Day of St. Joseph on March 19th.  While St. 
Patrick’s Day brings to mind Irish soda bread and corned beef and cabbage, the Italian custom on St. Joseph’s Day is to 
share elaborate and delicious desserts—zeppole di San Giuseppe. 

Do an online search of “women who changed America” and a variety of lists pop-up.  Names we recognize, those we 
would add to our own list, and some that cause us to say “of course.”  The lists contain the suffragettes, those who 
fought for racial equality, some that made a mark on the political world of this country, TV and Hollywood personali-
ties, scientists, authors, artists, young and old.  There is no sphere of American life that has not been touched by inspira-
tional and caring women. 

Culled from our search, we learned that the history of Women’s Heritage Month began in California in 1978.  More 
appropriately, it began as a school exercise.  In the school district of Sonama, a student essay contest was created around 
the theme of a “Real Woman”.  Hundreds of students from dozens of the schools participated.  The ensuing result was a 
week-long celebration of women’s contributions to culture, history and society, culminating in a parade in downtown 
Santa Rosa. 

As an inovative teaching experience, the idea was adopted by other school districts and communities around the coun-
try.  Two short years later in 1980, President Jimmy Carter issued the first proclamation declaring the week of March 8 
as National Women’s History Week.  The U.S. Congress followed suit the next year, passing a resolution establishing a 
national celebration.  By 1987, the National Women’s History Project successfully petititioned Congress to expand the 
event to the entire month of March. 

The celebrations of women in the month of March, dedicated to the often overlooked and under-appreciated role of 
women in the history of this country, have raised public awareness of the importance of recognizing the injustices expe-
rienced by women.  As we recently elected a woman to serve as Vice-President of the United States, the school girls of 
today have a much broader choice of career opportunities and cultural/social experiences available to them.   

Each of the national organization dedicated to women’s rights choose a theme for the month.  We found one: “Choose 
to Challenge” and the The National Women’s History Alliance decided to continue the theme they selected for 
2020: "Valiant Women of the Vote: Refusing to Be Silenced."  Both themes express the concept that the 
fight is not finished, more needs to be done.  The themes also recognize that achieving rights for one seg-
ment of society only secures the rights of all– regardless of gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, or racial 
and religious identity.  

LiveYourDream.org offers a list of  15 ways to celebrate the month, even with the restrictions imposed 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.  We list a few for your consideration:  

1.Add a post on social media to spread awareness of the month, its goals and the history of the fight  
     for women’s rights.  

2.Support a women’s nonprofit.   

3.Support women-owned businesses.  

4.Write a thank you note to a woman that inspires or has inspired you.  

5.Mentor a girl or another woman. 

Lastly, we offer a list of names, in no particular order, but provide no explanation for why we have chosen to include 
them.  Some women that were identified in the February issue article on Black History Month were not included.  We 
challenge you to review the list, identify those you recognize and know their contribution to history and then explore 
those for whom you do not know their significant contribution.  Take the school exercise one step further—-find the 
“real woman” behind the name. 

Clara Barton, Susan B. Anthony, Dorothy Day, Sally Ride, Clare Boothe Luce, Hilary Clinton, Billie Jean King, Har-

riet Tubman, Diane Von Furstenberg, Helen Keller, Mia Hamm, Eleanor Roosevelt, Mary Edwards Walker, Lucille 

Ball, Coretta Scott King, Gloria Steinem, Dolley Madison, Margaret Mead, Sandra Day O’Connor, Maya Lin, Marie 

Curie, Jeanette Rankin, Mother Jones, Ellen DeGeneres, Jane Addams, Mary McLeod Bethune, Harriet Beecher Stowe, 

Julia Ward Howe. Geraldine Ferraro, Amelia Earhart, Sacaqawea, Emma Gonzalez, Oprah Winfrey, Ruth Bader Gins-

berg, Rosalind Franklin, Grace Murray Hopper, Marian Anderson, Edith Wharton, Katharine Graham.  

https://www.womenshistory.org/womens-history/womens-history-month
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Scams 

In today’s world, we cannot afford to let our guard down.  Those that would try to steal 

from other hard-working people continue to change their methods.  Seniors are most vul-

nerable.  The Police tell us not to answer the phone unless we recognize the number.  But 

how do you not recognize your own phished phone number or the one belonging to your 

doctor when it pops up on the caller ID.  It is wise to listen to the message left and call 

back if you do recognize the caller and need to speak with him or her. 

When we came across this pyramid, we felt that it was worth sharing, especially as anoth-

er round of stimulus checks are currently being sent out. 
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With Names of Slaves 
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Keep Connected with the  Uniondale Community Council: 

Are you included the Uniondale Community Council Email List?  If not please share your address by:  

Emailing your name, address and email address to ucomm.council@gmail.com.  Or you may register 

through our website at www.uniondalecommunitycouncil.com. 

Fb.me/ucommcouncil @UCommCouncil 516-538-9487 

ucomm.council@gmail.com www.uniondalecommunitycouncil.com 

Are You a Dues Paying Member of the Uniondale  

Community Council? 
The fiscal year of the Uniondale Community Councils runs from October 1st through September 30th.  The support of 
the entire Uniondale Community is necessary if the organization is to continue the programs offered, over the course of 
several decades, to the young members of the community through the Council’s Youth Project.  Thus, we are encourag-
ing everyone to become a dues paying member.  Your dues and/or a donation to the Council help financially but are also 
indicative of strong community endorsement of the Council and its Youth Project.  Evidence of such community support 
is vital when grant applications are submitted to the State of New York and local government entities such as Nassau 
County and the Town of Hempstead. 

Programs sponsored by the Uniondale Community Council are available to the students and residents living in the  
Greater Uniondale Area, which encompasses sections of  Baldwin, Hempstead and Westbury that are part of the Un-
iondale School Distrct.   

Note: The information provided will remain confidential.  All contributions are tax deductible in the fullest extent of Section 501(c) (3) of 
the United States Internal Revenue tax code. 

Please Print (Make checks payable to the Uniondale Community Council 

and Send to UCC, 806 Jerusalem Ave., Uniondale, NY 11553) 

Name:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:_(______)________________________Cell:__(_______)___________________________ 

 

Email:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount Enclosed: $______________________Level:___________________________________ 

DUES/Donor Levels: Student $5.00   Individual $10.00  Parent/Guardian $15.00 

Family (2 or more) $25.00  Supporting $50.00   Sustaining $100.00 

   Angel Over $100.00  Other $_________ 

       Individual Life Membership $250.00     Family Life Membership $500.00 
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