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June 2022 

May-June—A Lot Happening Around Uniondale! 

Senior Awards 

And  

Graduation 

Salutatorian Emily Kalika and  

Valedictorian William Ayala 

Primary Elections 

Assembly and 

Statewide Elected 

Officers 

Tuesday, June 28, 

2022 

There are  

Primaries in both  

Democratic and 

Republican Parties 

for New York 

State  

Governor! 

EARLY VOTING 

THIS WEEK! 

Memorial Day Parade 
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Uniondale Community 
Council Meetings 

Monday, June 20, 2022 

7:00pm via ZOOM 

Primary Candidates 

 

Monday, July 25, 2022 

 

Primary Voting 

Tuesday, June 28, 2022 

State-Wide Office and 
State Assembly  

Candidates 

 

Early Voting 

June 18-26th 

Registration for Summer Camp is 
OPEN! 

A few places are still available. 
See fliers elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Youth Project Update 
Both after School Programs and the Basketball pro-

gram ended for the spring season during the week of June 
13th.  Pizza parties were held at Northern Parkway Ele-
mentary School and Lawrence Road Middle School to 
celebrate the conclusion of a successful program during 
the 2021-22 school year. 

Details for the Summer Camp program are being final-
ized and camp is scheduled to begin on July 6th and run 
through August 12th.  Daily programs are held at the John 
J. Byrne Community Center on Jerusalem Ave.  Activities 
including physical exercise, crafts, local visits to a neigh-
borhood park and the Uniondale Public Library, are being 
planned.  Four optional full-day field trips are on the agen-
da as has been done in the past. 

The UCC is grateful for its faithful supporters and once 
again we ask those who are able to donate to our “SEND 
A KID TO CAMP” fund.  The Youth Project is geared to 
provide programs at minimal cost to parents —the after-
school program and the summer camp specifically.  There 
are a few children in need of a supervised summer pro-
gram but the parents are still having difficulty meeting the 
financial obligations.  If you can help, SEND A CHECK 
TO THE SEND A KID TO CAMP FUND, care of 
UCC at 806 Jerusalem Ave., Uniondale, NY 11553. 

DYK Two: Vanessa Bueno, a graduate of  
Uniondale High School, Class of 2017, was the recipient 
of the 2022 West Islip Retired Teachers Associaation’s 
Brownstein-Nicaise Memorial Award.  This award is pre-
sented to a college graduate who will be pursuing a gradu-
ate degree in public service.  Vanessa graduated from 
Scranton University in 2021 and will be attending Adelphi 
University in the fall pursuing a Master’s Degree in Public 
Health.  Vanessa spent this past year volunteering at St. 
Martha’s Social Ministrty program.  Pictured with 
Vanessa are Barbara Powell, Director of Social Ministry, 
Gloria Maffettone and Kathleen Lyons who nominated 
Vanessa for the award. 

Did You 
Know? 

DYK One: 
Karine Jean-Pierre 
is a French-American  
political advisor who has 
served as the White House 
press secretary since May 
13, 2022.  She is the first 
Black person and the first 
openly LGBTQIA+ person 
to be White House press 
secretary.  

As we celebrate Juneteenth and National Pride Month, both 
milestones listed above are especially significant.  The 
daughter of Haitian parents,  Ms. Jean Pierre was born in  
Fort-de France in Martinique.  The Caribbean island of  
Martinique is part of the French Republic.  She grew up on 
Long Island and is a graduate of Kellenberg HS in  
Uniondale. 
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Uniondale Community Council 2022 Senior Awards 

Recognizing HS Seniors for Community Service! 

Paul Ross  presented the James Ross Memorial Award 

to Quentin Johnson. 

President Nancy Skeete (left) and UCC Board member Olena Nicks (right) 

pose with the four other Uniondale Community Council honorees.  

Quentin Johnson: 
James Ross Memorial Award. 

This Award was made in memory of Uniondale 
resident James Ross, a veteran and retiree member of 
the New York City Police Department.  James could 
always be depended upon to help out with the many 
tasks associated with the Council’s annual Dinner 
Dance or Cookout.  His beloved wife, Julia has been a 
long-time member of the Uniondale Community 
Council Board of Trustees. 

Quentin Johnson ranks 18th in the class of 2022 
and has participated in much community service both 
here on Long  Island and in North Carolina where he 
has spent the last four summers working on Harpo 
Farms, LLC.  The company specializes in excavating, 
hauling, demolition and grading services.  On one pro-
ject, Quentin helped to install French drains to mitgate 
the flooding on the property.  He says that he gained 
skills that would be beneficial in any community need-
ing an environmental cleanup. 

He has also worked with children at 3D’s After-
care, Inc. in Baldwin where he helped with homework, 
engaged in physical activities and craft projects.  He 
acted as a mentor in social situations and initiated con-
flict resolution as needed. 

Quentin plans on a career in computer science and 
says his experience at Hello Gorgeous, New York, 
where he worked with a graphic designer to visualize, 
design and create content spaces for women’s pro-
grams, exposed him to the variety of ways technology 
can be and is being utilized. 

Gabriela Mateo 

Ernest and Marie Catanese Award 

    Ernest and Marie Catanese spent 
a good deal of their married lives 
advocating for others and the com-
munity of Uniondale.  Ernie, well 
into his 90s is still doing just that.   
Marie and Ernie were the impetus 
for the saving of the Farm Stand 
and moving it to Uniondale Park 
where it is now a Children’s Farm 
Museum.  They also fought for the 
restoration of a small plot of land at 

the corner of Uniondale Ave. and Nassau Rd. that had be-
come a dumping ground for the debris others needed to 
discard.  A years long fight resulted in the area becoming 
the Martin Luther King Peace Park.  Ernie was present in 
the spring of 2021 for the planting of a magnolia tree in 
the park and assisted in the ceremonial shoveling of dirt 
around the tree.  In the fall of 2021, he returned with his 
family in tow to the park when the County of Nassau 
named the section of Uniondale Ave south of Jerusalem 
Ave. as Catanese Way. 

Gabriela Mateo has just completed a two-year Medi-
cal Assistant program at Nassau BOCES’ Barry Tech 
where the grading system balances knowledge with hands-
on skills and work ethic.  Upon completion candidates are 
Certified Clinical Medical Assistants.  Part of the program 
involves volunteering at the Nassau Medical Center where 
Gabriela has learned to take “vitals” as well as handling  
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Mateo 
the mundane but very necessary task of distributing din-
ner trays.  She tell us that she loves “helping patients” and 
provides assistance wherever needed. 

Gabriela says she likes to try different things and in 
doing so, she embarked on becoming a mentor for a pro-
gram, Building Young Moguls, that encourages young-
sters 11-17 from low-income families to create a business 
model—concept, logo, etc. and make a presentation for 
the class on their proposed business. 

Awards Continued 

Victoria Goris 

Jonathan Jackson Memorial Award 

The Jonathan Jackson Memorial Award is given each 
year in memory of Jonathan  
Jackson, a talented young man who 
passed from this earth much too 
soon.  He was a graduate of  
Uniondale High School where he 
was active in the music program.  
His mother Hattie Jackson, a com-
munity activist and a School Dis-
trict employee supported the me-
morial for many years until her 
own demise a few years ago.  The 
UCC has continued the award both 

in memory of this young man and to recognize the com-
mitment of his mother to the community and her support 
of young members through this memorial award. 

Victoria Goris envisions a career in service and is 
scheduled to work toward a double major in Social Work 
and Psychology in college.  That goal is evident in her 
list of activities and volunteer experiences.  She is an ac-
tive member of the HS Key Club, the Latinos Unidos and 
the High School Peer Mentoring program.  Each of these 
organizations is organized around the premise of giving 
back by helping fellow students and community groups. 
The Key Cllub is a national organization that requires 
members to perform service to the community and fellow 
students.  Victoria has been a member of the club for all 
four years of her High School career and participated in 
activities that span involvement in school, community 
and church. The Latinos Unidos is a local organization 
also advocating community service in which  
Victoria has also been a member in grades 9-12 and 
served as its president in her senior year.   

The COVID pandemic put a hiatus on the activities 
of the Peer Mentoring program at Uniondale High 
School.  But as in-person school resumed, Victoria re-
activated her involvement in the group serving as Vice-
President.  In that capacity she coordinated conferences 
that were held with the participation of students, staff and 
community residents with the objective to make plans to 
support the emotional, social and education performance 
of students as they adjusted following the interruption of 
the normal school programs caused by the pandemic. 

Sebastian Vega 

UCC Founders Award 

During the more than forty 
years of the existence of the  
Uniondale Community Council 
there has been a long list of com-
munity members who have 
worked to  make the organization 
a viable component of the com-
munity, one which strives to meet 
its goals in support of the chil-
dren, the young people, seniors, 
residents and businesses in the Greater Uniondale Area. 
Each year, the Board of Trustees votes on the Senior 
Awards, not just the recipients but those to be honored or 
memorialized by the awards.  As the years progressed, 
the list of those who deserve thanks and recognition for 
their support and efforts on behalf of the Uniondale Com-
munity Council grew.  The Founders Award is included 
annually to remember all those who we wish to remem-
ber and to not forget their dedication to the UCC.. 

Sebastian Vega ranks 8th in a class of 525 students.  
He is a member of the National Honor Society as well as 
the Math and Science Honor Societies.  He participates in 
the Key Club, is a member of the Varsity Baseball Team 
and a member of the Superintendent’s Student Council, a 
select group of students who worked with the Superinten-
dent to plan an orientation program for incoming Fresh-
men.  In spite of a rigorous academic and extra-curricular 
activity schedule, Sebastian also amassed 100 hours of 
volunteer efforts, a significant number of those tutoring 
one student this school year in Math, Science and Eng-
lish—to ensure that student’s opportunity to graduate. 

Sebastian plans on a career in finance and with that 
goal in mind, he particiapted in a volunteer program 
where students assist in the various district offices.  He 
spent considerable time on projects in the Uniondale 
School District Central Business Office. 

Sydney Armstrong 

Augustus Daurio Memorial Award 

Augustus Daurio was the founder of Scholastic Pro-
motions Awards and More com-
pany on Uniondale Ave.  He and 
his business have been stable en-
titles in the community since 
1969.  The Daurio family, includ-
ing Augustus and his son, Tony, 
have supported the schools, the 
youth athletic leagues and the 
Uniondale Community Council 
for many years.   

Sydney Armstrong hopes to be an orthodontist and 
as such has volunteered in the Dental Clinic at Nassau 
Community Medical Center.  Surprisingly, the majority 
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of her volunteer service, though science related, is not 
geared to dental work.  She volunteers at the Center for 
Science, Teaching and Learning in Rockville Center.  The 
organization creates corporate programs and educational 
workshops but also administers the Tanglewood Preserve.  
At the Center, Sydney performed two tasks.  She acted as 
an exhibit interpreter for visitors but also was an animal 
caretaker, feeding the animals and cleaning their enclo-
sures.  Sydney tells us that the animals range from rabbits 
to goats to more exotic creatures such as alligators, lizards 
and an emu.  Many of the animals that are sheltered came 
from people who had them as pets only to realize that 
they could not properly care for them; or perhaps had 
been imported illegally and cannot be returned to their 
native habitat.  According to Sydney, each has a story! 

Exhibits are arranged to educate and working at the 
center Sydney has learned the importance of adopting 
appropriate pets and that animals in existence today have 
links to pre-historic creatures. 

Awards Continued Missing Maps 
Were you at the Peace Rally on May 21st at 

the Cradle of Aviation Museum? 

If so, were you handed several maps of Uniondale, 
some that indicated the area that includes Museum Row 
as Garden City or East Garden City?.  Other maps you 
may have seen left the area designation vague.  The maps 
had been used by GUAAC and other community organi-
zations during the fight to have the area North of Hemp-
stead Turnpike and South of Old Country Road correctly 
designated as Uniondale.   

As the rally came to a close, at least two  of the maps 
that had been circulated throughout the crowd were not 
returned.  Unfortunately, they are among the older maps 
and cannot be replaced easily.   

If by chance, you have one or more of the maps in 
your possession, it would be greatly appreciated if you 
can return them. 

Alternatively, reach out to friends and neighbors who 
were at the event and mention that the maps are missing 
and need to be returned as the fight for Uniondale’s Iden-
tity continues. 

The maps can be returned to: GUAAC, 806 Jerusalem 
Ave., Uniondale, NY 11553. 

Early Voting 

New York State Primary Election in both the Democratic 

and Republic parties will take place on June 28, 2022. 

However, EARLY VOTING is now taking place.  If you 
are a registered voter in Nassau County you can vote ear-
ly, until Sunday, June 26, 2022, at any one of the early 
voting sites in the county.    

There is one early voting site in Uniondale at; 

The Van Ness Fire House on Uniondale Ave.,  
North of Front Street. 

Find a complete list of the available Early Voting sites 
and the times that polls are open in both English and 
Spanish elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Juneteenth, actually “Juneteenth National Independ-
ence Day” celebrated on June 19th is the newest Federal 
Holiday in the United State’s calendar.  It was signed into 
law one year ago, just in time to celebrate on the 19th of 
June.  Thus, this second celebration of the official ending 
of slavery in the United States gave the country a year to 
plan more elaborate festivities, from a huge concert in the  
Hollywood Bowl in Los Angeles to local celebrations in 
our schools and fire departments. 

At Uniondale High School, the My Brother’s Keeper 
organization had an elaborate celebration and the Show 
Choir performed across Long Island from Eisenhower 
Park to the Hamptons.  The Brookside Fire House was the 
site of a local jubilee. 

Jeopardy and the Garden City/East 

Garden City Issue. 
     Jeopardy recently asked a question about a “Garden 

City” area that had a Fire Fighter’s display and a 

“Children’s One.”  The anticipate answer, which none of 

the contestants got correct, was Museum Row.  While 

that title is correct, it was the location of the Row that 

Jeopardy placed in Garden City that raised complaints, 

especially from Legislator Siela Bynoe  

Museum Row lies in Legislator Bynoe’s District and 
she wrote the Jeopardy producers to explain that the area 
was in fact in Uniondale.  Her support produced a raft of 
media responses from emails to articles in the local 
newspapers. 

Local leaders are hoping that the media attention has 
placed the topic front and center and may be the needed 
impetus to move the issue toward resolution.  

 

An interesting video is available online at: 
https://longisland.news12.com/uniondale-
residents-frustrated-with-jeopardy-question 

Armstrong 

Whatever, you did to commemorate the June 19, 1865 
reading of the notice of the Emancipation of Slaves to 
the people of Galveston, Texas, we trust you shared in 
the joy of the day and gave not a thought to sales at the 
mall.  But the point of the holiday was freedom!  Free-
dom for all people—freedom to live where they choose, 
to love whom they choose, to live life as they choose 
even if it includes a trip to the mall! 
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Fire Department Installation Ceremony 

Event Took Place June 12th at the Inn at New Hyde Park 

Celebrate Young Women Who Are Assuming Leadership Roles in a Once All Male Oganization! 

Right: 
Chief of  
Depart-

ment, Hugh 
Lacy opens  

festivities 
with the  
Salute to 
the Flag.   

Left: 
Stephen Wortman,  
Captain  of Brookside  
Company No. 2, was  
honored as Firefighter of 
the Year.  The captain is 
joined by his son Jeffrey. 

Right:  
Introducing 1st  

Assistant Chief of  
Department,  

Jessica Ellerbe! 

Left: 

EMS of the Year 

Gabriella Germaine of Emergency 

Company No. 1. 

Right: 

Olena Nicks,  

Captain of Manor  

Company No. 3.   

Olena is active in many communi-

ty organizations including serving 

on the Board of Trustees of the 

Uniondale Community Council.  
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Memorial Day—2002, the Parade Returns! 

Chris Moses:FF and UCC Treasurer 

GUAAC 

Turtle Hook 

Lawrence Rd. 
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Memorial Ceremony in the Park! 

Deacon David Sweet, Grace Ca-
thedral, offers the Invocation. 

High School Choir 

More Parade Photos 

UCC President Nancy Skeete and Vice-President  
Mary–Ellen Kreye laid a Memorial Wreath from the 
Uniondale Community Council. 

High 

School 

Marching  

Band 
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Keep Connected with the  Uniondale Community Council: 

Are you included the Uniondale Community Council Email List?  If not please share your address by: 

Emailing your name, address and email address to ucomm.council@gmail.com.  Or you may register 

through our website at www.uniondalecommunitycouncil.com. 

Fb.me/ucommcouncil @UCommCouncil 516-538-9487 

ucomm.council@gmail.com www.uniondalecommunitycouncil.com 

Are You a Dues Paying Member of the Uniondale  

Community Council? 
The fiscal year of the Uniondale Community Councils runs from October 1st through September 30th.  The support of 
the entire Uniondale Community is necessary if the organization is to continue the programs offered, over the course of 
several decades, to the young members of the community through the Council’s Youth Project.  Thus, we are encourag-
ing everyone to become a dues paying member.  Your dues and/or a donation to the Council help financially but are also 
indicative of strong community endorsement of the Council and its Youth Project.  Evidence of such community support 
is vital when grant applications are submitted to the State of New York and local government entities such as Nassau 
County and the Town of Hempstead. 

Programs sponsored by the Uniondale Community Council are available to the students and residents living in the  
Greater Uniondale Area, which encompasses sections of  Baldwin, Hempstead and Westbury that are part of the Un-
iondale School Distrct.   

Note: The information provided will remain confidential.  All contributions are tax deductible in the fullest extent of Section 501(c) (3) of 
the United States Internal Revenue tax code. 

Please Print (Make checks payable to the Uniondale Community Council 

and Send to UCC, 806 Jerusalem Ave., Uniondale, NY 11553) 

Name:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:_(______)________________________Cell:__(_______)___________________________ 

 

Email:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount Enclosed: $______________________Level:___________________________________ 

DUES/Donor Levels: Student $5.00   Individual $10.00  Parent/Guardian $15.00 

Family (2 or more) $25.00  Supporting $50.00   Sustaining $100.00 

   Angel Over $100.00  Other $_________ 

       Individual Life Membership $250.00     Family Life Membership $500.00 


