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Uniondale Community Council Youth Project 
After School Program Running at Northern Pkwy. and Lawrence Rd. 

The Holiday Season was a busy time at the ASKS and TASKS programs as the 
students did several craft projects that focoused on Thanksgiving and Christmas.  
In addition, a holiday party was part of the festivities.   

Greeting cards were made for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Marshmello snow-
man were a big hit and the children decorated Christmas stockings in anticipa-
tion of having them filled with goodies for the holiday. 
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Unondale Community 
Council Meeting 

Monday, January 24, 
2021 

7:00pm via ZOOM 

Dinner Dance Postponed! 

The decision to postpone the scheduled Dinner 
Dance was difficult.  Much discussion had already 
taken place about the feasibility of holding the 
event because of the on-going COVID pandemic.  
But as the deadline for postponing the January 
event drew closer more discussion among the 
members of the Uniondale Community Council 
Board of Directors and the Fundraising Committee 
took place.  A virtual option had been considered, 
but as that option did not come to fruition, the deci-
sion to postpone was made.   

As the Omicron variant of the COVID virus has 
spread so widely and quickly, the decision to post-
pone the event appears to have been a very wise 
one. 

The Board members are disappointed as they had 
looked forward to resuming the popular dinner af-
ter having cancelled the 2021 event.  We will keep 
the community updated about any further change in 
plans,  We are exploring virtual options at this 
time. 

Thank you for understanding and for your contin-
ued support of the Uniondale Community Council 
and its Youth Project.    
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Holiday Season Activities at Northern Parkway and Lawrence Road 
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School Construction 

Construction of the additions to the elementary schools has begun.  The work at Northern Parkway began first, thus 
the work is more advanced than that at other buildings.  The placement of the new addition in some schools makes it 
difficult to obtain meaningful photos.  However, we will try to keep the community updates as the work progresses.   

Because of the property configuration at Northern Parkway, the additions are being added in several sections and 
essentially will occupy all of the available prop-
erty on the triangle between Northern and 
Southern Parkways.  This particular project is 
also of importance as the Northern Parkkway 
building is the oldest existing school in the  
Uniondale School District.  The original struc-
ture, which has seen several additionals over its 
lifetime, is almost 100 years old. So the current 
construction also provides an opportunity to 
share a bit more history of Uniondale.   

The first known school building in the ham-
let dated to the mid-1800s and was built on the 
corner of Uniondale Ave. and Cedar St. on 
property that is now a park. Around 1900, it 
was moved further north, on the east side of 
Uniondale Ave., to the property, now a parking 
lot, across the street from the Uniondale Li-
brary.  The building served as St. Martha’s Church and eventually the first public library in Uniondale.  A new 8 room 
building replaced the original school, which would have housed three classrooms, around 1908.  The Cedar St. School 
served the district well into the late 1900s before it was demolished. 

The hamlet of Uniondale obviously saw an influx of residents as Northern Parkway Elementary School was built in 
1923 with nine classrooms. California Ave. School was built in 1928. 

Above:  Northern Parkway   
Elementary School —the  
original part of the building.  
Construction taking place in 
the rear of the building.  

Left:  Construction at Calfornia 
Ave. School. 

Right:  The steeple and weath-
er vane that reads 1928 at Cal 
Ave. 
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“This is US” Wall of Fame Induction  

November 20th Ceremony Acknowledges the Achievements of Three Alumni 

The fall induction ceremony installed three graduates of Uniondale HS into the Alumni Wall of Fame.  The three were:    

• Adebisi “Classique” Labinjo, class of 2006  

• Justice Harry T. Edwards, Class of 1958  

• Attorney Michael Coco, Class of 1965  

The ceremony took place at the Cornelius Court School with an ensemble of the HS orchestra providing music prior to 
the start of the event as guests arrived.   
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Adebisi “Classique” Labinjo 
Adebisi “Classique” Labinjo is a musician 
whose skills encompass the entire spectrum; 
she is a vocalist, composes music and plays 
several instruments.  On her Facebook page, 
she describes herself as a “Hip-Hop/Freestyle 
Violinist.” 

As a child, she was inspired by TV shows 
“Star Search” and “Show Time at the Apollo.”  
Her formal musical studies began at age 8 but 
she had already shown a unique talent.  By 
age 13, she was a 3 time “Show Time at the 
Apollo” winner.   

“Classique” became a member of the band A.D.D 
(Always Determined and Dedicated), traveling in the Tri-

State area and working with reknowed artists such as Bon 
Jovi, Foo Fighters, and Gym Class Heroes.   

“Classlique,” a child of Haitian immigrants and 
a member of the Uniondale HS graduating 
class of 2006, expanded her horizons and grew 
as an artist with the support and encourage-
ment of the HS music staff.  Online searches 
find postings not only in English but also in 
Creole language of her family or a mix of the 
two.  On one such site, we find this:  “Every 
great dream begins with a dreamer. Always 
remember, you have within you the strength, 
the patience, and the passion to reach for the 
stars to change the world.”  Another such site 
posts “I am Me. I am Music. Music is 

Classique,” which gives the reader a clue about the name 
she primarily uses.   

Above:  Honoree with family 

and guests. 

Left:  Ms. Rhonda Taylor, Assis-

tant Superintendent  for Cur-

riculum and Instruction.  Ms. 

Taylor was the inspiration be-

hind the popular Wall of Fame.  

The banners, houg on the 

fence along Uniondale Ave., 

share the successes of HS 

grads with passers-by. 

Right:  Superintendent 

Monique Darrisaw-Akil, ad-

dresses the participants. 
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Justice Harry T. Edwards 
The Honorable Harry T. Edwards, Senior Circuit Judge, 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the DC Circuit, 
was president of Uniondale High School’s 
first graduating class in 1958.   He is a pro-
fessor of law at the New York University 
School of Law. 

The demands of the court, prevented the hon-
oree from attending the November induction.  
But his resume was applauded resoundingly 
by all present.   

Edwards received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree from Cornell University in 1962 
and a Juris Doctor from University of Michi-
gan Law School in 1965.  At the time, he was 
the only African American (law student or 
member of the faculty) in the law school.  In 
spite of a strong academic record, he had dif-
ficulty obtaining a job, as he was consistently 
rejected because of his race, paralleling the experience of 
Supreme Court Justice, Ruth Bader Ginsberg, who was 
rejected because she was a woman. 

Throught the support of a law school professor, he ob-
tained employment at a firm in Chicago.  In 1970, he 
joined the faculty of the University of Michigan Law 

School, becoming the first African American to serve in 
that capacity. In 1975, he moved to Harvard, as a visiting 
professor, but accepted a tenured position in the law 

school the following year.  He returned to 
Michigan in 1982.  Between 1970 and 
1980. Edwards served as neutral labor arbi-
trator on a number of major company and 
union arbitration panels and was Vice Presi-
dent of the National Academy of Arbitra-
tors. 

At the time President Jimmy Carter took 
office in 1977, there were only two black 
and one woman serving as appeal judges.  
He vowed to correct that inbalance.  In 
1979. Carter, nominated Edwards to the US 
Court of Appeals for the Washington DC 
circuit.  When confirmed by the Senate in 
1980, he was 39 years old and reportedly 
the youngest sitting Circuit Judge. 

Judge Edwards served as Chief Judge from 
the fall of 1994 until July 2001.  He assumed Senior sta-
tus in November, 2005. 

He was married to Pamela Carrington-Edward in 2000.  
Ruth Bador Ginsberg, who later joined Edward on the 
DC Circuit, officiated at the service. He and his wife 
have two children and four grandchildren. 

Note: This editor who also grew up in Uniondale, in the same generation but unfortunately did not know  
Justice Edwards, at a time when the racial makeup of the residents was overwhelmingly white and the ethnic 
mix was Irish, Italian and Polish cannot conclude the article without acknowledging that the fact that Edwards 
was president of the first graduating class of Uniondale High School had to have been an early testament to 
the strength and character that allowed Justice Edwards to overcome challenges he would face and to 
achieve extraordinary successes in his life. Kathleen Lyons 

Photo Below:  Dr. Monique Darson-Akil and School Board President Addie-Harvey Blanco pose with the  

banner featuring Justice Harry Edwards. 
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Attorney Michael Coco 
Michael Coco, a member of the Uniondale High School class of 1965 has maintained roots 
on Long Island and through his membership in Rotary International has supported the 
community of Uniondale.  An Eagle Scout as a teenager, Michael Coco attended Seton 
Hall University following graduation from Uniondale HS, obtaining a BA in 1969.  With a 
legal career in mind, he then enrolled in New York Law School and graduated with a JD 
(Juris Doctor) degree in 1972.  He was admitted to the New York State Bar in 1973 and 
set up practice in Glen Cove, where he specializes in Real Estate, Elder Law and Wills and 
Trusts.   

He is married to MaryBeth (nee Herring) who also grew up in Uniondale.  Their family, 
including several grandchildren, attended the induction ceremony cheering on the well-
deserved recognition that accompanies the honor.  Coco has been a active member the 
Glen Cove chapter of Rotary International, an organization dedicated to making “positive 
changes in the local community and the world.  

The Herald newspapers, especially the Uniondale Beacon carried a story about the November induction ceremony.  
They reported that Michael Coco is “especially proud of our projects in Uniondale. We have supported the food pantry 
at St. Martha’s R.C. Church and a program in the elementary schools in the district known as ‘Gloves for Hugs,’ which 
provides winter coats, hats and gloves for children in need of them.” 

Above:  Michael Coco ac-

cepts the citiation from Ms. 

Rhonda Taylor. 

 

Right:  The Coco family. 



November-December,  2021 commUNITY Page 9 

 

The officers, board members and staff of the Uniondale  

Community Council thank all residents of the Greater  

Uniondale Area for past and continuing support of the organi-

zation and its Youth Project.  We also extend best wishes to 

all for a new year filled with good health, happiness and peace! 
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Keep Connected with the  Uniondale Community Council: 

Are you included the Uniondale Community Council Email List?  If not please share your address by:  

Emailing your name, address and email address to ucomm.council@gmail.com.  Or you may register 

through our website at www.uniondalecommunitycouncil.com. 

Fb.me/ucommcouncil @UCommCouncil 516-538-9487 

ucomm.council@gmail.com www.uniondalecommunitycouncil.com 

Are You a Dues Paying Member of the Uniondale  

Community Council? 
The fiscal year of the Uniondale Community Councils runs from October 1st through September 30th.  The support of 
the entire Uniondale Community is necessary if the organization is to continue the programs offered, over the course of 
several decades, to the young members of the community through the Council’s Youth Project.  Thus, we are encourag-
ing everyone to become a dues paying member.  Your dues and/or a donation to the Council help financially but are also 
indicative of strong community endorsement of the Council and its Youth Project.  Evidence of such community support 
is vital when grant applications are submitted to the State of New York and local government entities such as Nassau 
County and the Town of Hempstead. 

Programs sponsored by the Uniondale Community Council are available to the students and residents living in the  
Greater Uniondale Area, which encompasses sections of  Baldwin, Hempstead and Westbury that are part of the Un-
iondale School Distrct.   

Note: The information provided will remain confidential.  All contributions are tax deductible in the fullest extent of Section 501(c) (3) of 
the United States Internal Revenue tax code. 

Please Print (Make checks payable to the Uniondale Community Council 

and Send to UCC, 806 Jerusalem Ave., Uniondale, NY 11553) 

Name:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:_(______)________________________Cell:__(_______)___________________________ 

 

Email:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount Enclosed: $______________________Level:___________________________________ 

DUES/Donor Levels: Student $5.00   Individual $10.00  Parent/Guardian $15.00 

Family (2 or more) $25.00  Supporting $50.00   Sustaining $100.00 

   Angel Over $100.00  Other $_________ 

       Individual Life Membership $250.00     Family Life Membership $500.00 


