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Reminder: VOTE—TUESDAY, MAY 18, 2021 

Voting on the proposed 2021-22 Uniondale 
School District budget and election of 
School Board Trustees is scheduled for May 
18, 2021 at all local elementary schools 
from 6:00am to 9:00pm! 

Trees being planted at County Parks in celebration of the holiday 

Nassau County Celebrates Arbor Day 
Georgia Magnolia planted at Peace Park in Uniondale 

Arbor Day, literally ‘tree day’,is traditionally celebrated in the United States on the last 
Friday of April.  On April 29th, Nassau 
County Executive, Laura Curran officially 
recognized the importance of trees in our 
environment by hosting an Arbor Day Tree 
Planting on the grounds of the Theodore 
Roosevelt Executive and Legislative 
Building.  The tree planning was just the 
first of many that would take place in the 
County.  Trees have been  replaced and 
new ones planted in each of the county 
parks.   

On Friday, May 30th, the actual Arbor 
Day 2021, a tree planting took place at the 
Martin Luther King Peace Park in Un-
iondale.   

     This small oasis at the intersection 

of Uniondale Avenue and Nassau 
Road exists because of the efforts of 
Ernie and Marie Catanese.  They 
saw the blighted lot filled with de-
bris and envisioned a memorial to 
the late Civil Rights Leader, Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.   

Ernie Catanese joins County Executive Curran at 

the podium . 

Continued on Page 3 

Left: Senator Kevin Thomas, Ernie 
Catanese and Executive Laura Curran. 

Youth Project 
The After-School  

Program at Lawrence Road 
is operating and  

registration is open! 

A five week-summer camp 
is being planned.  Contact 
the UCC for information. 
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Alumni Wall of Fame 
In the fall of 2020, the Uniondale School District cre-

ated an Alumni Wall of Fame and inducted the first class 
of honorees.  The fence, facing Uniondale Ave., on the 
Cornelius Court School is quickly filling up with the ban-
ners honoring those inducted into the Wall of Fame.  

Induction into the Uniondale Alumni Wall of Fame is 
an honor reserved for those individuals who have demon-
strated the core principles of the district – leadership, out-
standing character and values, and evidence of serving 
our community with integrity. 

Four Induction Ceremonies have taken place since the 
last issue of commUNITY.  On Saturday, April 24th, 

those attending the weekly events, were introduced to a 

young and talented performing artist.  Gary Lamb, Jr. ‘13 
was presented with the cita-

tion officially installing him 
in the Alumni Wall of Fame 

by Lynette Carr-Hicks, Director 

of the Uniondale HS Show 
Choir.  Gary was a member of 
the famed Rhythm of the 
Knights Show Choir while a 

student and his talent was rec-
ognized with  back to back 
Best Male Stage Presence 

Awards at the  FAME Show 
Choir Compeiton.   Upon 
graduating with a degree in Theatre Arts and Dance from 

Stony Brook University in 2017, Gary joined the national 
touring group of “STOMP!” and also performed in the 
Off-Broadway production of the show.  The Pandemic 

shut down “Stomp!” but not Gary, who decided to 

“perform from home.”  On his website, 

www.carylambjr.com, Gary acknowledges his perfor-
mance detour saying, “I created a character called "The 

Magician" who performs virtually anywhere through 
dance, green screen, and visual editing magic! His videos 
are exciting, unique and full of JOY.” 

Simeon McMillan, Uniondale HS Class of 2004, was 
inducted on May 1st.  McMillan is Vice-President of 
Business Development and Operations at MediaCo Hold-
ing Inc., which is based in Indianapolis, IN.  MediaCo 
owns and operates two of New York City's premiere radio 
stations: WQHT HOT97 and WBLS 107.5. HOT 97, the 
world’s first all Hip Hop station and WBLS is New 
York's top adult urban contemporary station. 

On May 8th, the banner honoring filmmaker Jordan 
Crafton was unveiled on the 
fence.  Upon graduating from 
Uniondale HS in 2005 this in-
novative photographer and 
filmmaker founded his own 
company, JDC Films.  His 
work has been featured on 
many nationally prominent me-
dia sites.  Recently, he was in-
vited to participate in the 2021 
Tribeca Film Festival.  Follow 
him on Facebook and youtube. 

After three weeks of media 
personalities, Dr. Ana Cisneros 
Camacho was inducted on May 15th.  Dr. Cisneros 

Camacho, UHS Class of 
2007, is Chief OBGYN 
Resident in the Northwell 
Health group.  In addition 
with her work with pa-
tients, Dr. Cisneros 
Camacho has done re-
search and published re-
ports on issues affecting 
women’s reproductive 
organs and health.  Cur-
rently, living in Un-
iondale, she is preparing 
to accept a position in 
Texas.  We hope that 
move is temporary and 

that she will return to Long Island where her expertise 
will always be needed. 

Above, Dr. Ana Cisneros Camacho accepts the citation from 
Acting  Superintendent of Schools, Rhonda Taylor. 
Below:  Dr. Ana with her husband (2nd from left) and fellow 
Uniondale alumni present at the festivities. 

Find additional photos on page 4. 
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Unondale Community 
Council Meeting 

Monday, May 17, 2021 
7:00pm via ZOOM 

Candidates for School 
Board 

Proposed School Budget 

Community Updates 

Complimentary Raffle 

Monthly Raffle 

Our monthly raffle has proven to be 
a fun and popular agenda item.  

Join us on May 17th and remain to 
the end of the meeting for the  

raffle. 
You may be a winner! 

In speaking at the event, Executive Curran commented 
that out of decadence a beautiful spot was created and a 
new tree, a Georgia Magnolia, was being added.  She said 
that the selection of the magnolia tree was especially ap-
propriate as Dr. King was a native of Atlanta, Georgia.   

Ernie Catanese was present and joined Ms Curran and 
NY State Senator Kevin Thomas in the ceremonial 
“planiting.”  Each took a shovel and placed the soil around 
the tree where it could nourish the newly planted tree.  

Tree Planting at Peace Park continued 

Nassau Countt Executive Laura Curran with Uniondale 

Activists, Paul Gibson, President U-CLT, Ernie Catanese 

of UNIITE and Mary-Ellen Kreye, Vice-President of UCC. 

Community Action Items 

Uniondale Healing Circle—Tuesday, May 18, 2021 
at 3pm, Haitian Flag Day.   
Join community members to support the citizens of Haiti 
during the on-going turmoil and violence.  Show your 
support by wearing colors found in the Haitian Flag. 

Sign the Petition 
Also attached to this email is a copy of a petition sup-
porting the request of the Uniondale Neighborhood Cen-
ter (UNC also John J. Byrne Community Center) to oper-
ate the much needed community center currently under 
construction on the A. Holly Patterson property.  Ask all 
Uniondale residents to sign the petition and return it to 
David Greaves, UNC, 800 Jerusalem Ave., Uniondale, 
NY 11553. 

Support the Uniiondale Community Council 
If you shop online at Amazon, register as a participant in 
the Amazon Smile program and list the UCC as your 
charitable recipient.  At no cost to you, Amazon will 
share a portion of the proceeds with the UCC! 

Uniondale Sees New Construction 

After a temporary hiatis because of the COVID19 Pan-
demic, construction has resumed around the community.  
As noted in previous newsletters, construction on the apart-
ment complex on the Patterson property resumed in the fall 
and apartments are now being rented.  Also, the parking lot 
for the planned community center was completed and the 
ground cleared for the planned community, which is to be 
built close to Jerusalem Ave, on the East side of the prop-
erty,  

Construction on the school expansion projects has be-
gun at Northern Pkwy Elementary School and the other 
elementary building in the school district. 

The long vacant Pius X School building on Front 
Street is being renovated for a “Continuing Care” complex 

Continued on Page 4 
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operated by the Greek Orthodox Church.  The church currently operates a facility in Yonkers, NY, St. Michael’s Home, 
and searched for property to expand its operations.  The current 100,000 sq. ft structure has already gone through an as-
bestos abatement and some interior demolition.  Now in phase 2, the actually renovations have begun.  There are 11 
acres of property, providing for further future expansion.   

Prior to the building of the St. Pius X Seminary, the property housed the Labor Lyceum.  We have been attempting 
to find some information on the history of that facility as part of the UCC History Project, and would appreciate any help 
we can get. 

St. Michael’s Home Construction continued 

Former Pius X Seminary –Front and Rear views. 

Alumni Wall of Fame Photos 

Above:  Gary Lamb with Lynette Carr-Hicks; with prompting he replicated  
move in the photo.  Right:  Simeon McMillan with his daughter. 

Below: The rain didn’t dampen the festivities honoring Jordan Craftson.  Right: Dr. Ana Cisnerors Camacho with family. 
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Uniondale Community Land Trust 

Celebrates a Milestone        Prepares for the Future 

Thurgood Marshall 

On Saturday, April 24, the U-CLT members congre-
gated in the parking lot across from the Library and 
formed a caravan, led by a Uniondale Fire Department 
truck, and proceeded to Macon Place to officially wel-
come the new resident of Uniondale.  The home was the 
first endeavor of the U-CLT and the closing on the build-
ing took place in March after years of planning and con-
struction. 

A few plants and cards were provided to make the 
welcoming a truly happy occasion. 

On Monday, April 16, the U-CLT  moved toward its 
next project.  A Press Conference was held on chilly 
Monday morning on the property on Uniondale Ave, 
across from the Fire House, which will soon be occupied 
by a modular home. 

The Press Conference, attended by Town of Hemp-
stead Senior Councilwoman Dorothy Goosby. was held in 
conjunction with the Hempstead Land Trust as the two 
organizations are cooperating on a project in the village 
and are co-sponsors of the first-ever Long Island Housing 
Symposium on April 29.  According to the on-line an-

nouncement “Leading housing organiza-
tions from across the Island will come 
together for the first time to discuss, cre-
ate and discover ways to work better 
together to support those whose housing 
has been impacted by the pandemic.”  
     The Press Conference also focused on 
the 11 year history of the U-CLT and the 
progress and successes that it has made 
as the organization embarks on the sec-
ond project in the goal of providing af-
fordable housing in the community as 
well as reclaiming and refurbishing 
abandoned homes.   

Above:  Caravan arrives at corner of 
Uniondale Ave. and Jerusalem Ave., 

Left: U-CLT President, Paul Gibson, 
and Executive Director Nicole Jean 
Christian deleiver the plants to the 
home on Macon Place. 

Below Left:  U-CLT members assemble 
for the caravan. 

Right:  At the Press conference, the 
group pose with Senior Councilwoman 
Goosby and Hofstra students that work 
with the organization. 

Below Right:  Martin Melkonian, founder 
of the U-CLT.  
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Keep Connected with the  Uniondale Community Council: 

Are you included the Uniondale Community Council Email List?  If not please share your address by:  

Emailing your name, address and email address to ucomm.council@gmail.com.  Or you may register 

through our website at www.uniondalecommunitycouncil.com. 

Fb.me/ucommcouncil @UCommCouncil 516-538-9487 

ucomm.council@gmail.com www.uniondalecommunitycouncil.com 

Are You a Dues Paying Member of the Uniondale  

Community Council? 
The fiscal year of the Uniondale Community Councils runs from October 1st through September 30th.  The support of 
the entire Uniondale Community is necessary if the organization is to continue the programs offered, over the course of 
several decades, to the young members of the community through the Council’s Youth Project.  Thus, we are encourag-
ing everyone to become a dues paying member.  Your dues and/or a donation to the Council help financially but are also 
indicative of strong community endorsement of the Council and its Youth Project.  Evidence of such community support 
is vital when grant applications are submitted to the State of New York and local government entities such as Nassau 
County and the Town of Hempstead. 

Programs sponsored by the Uniondale Community Council are available to the students and residents living in the  
Greater Uniondale Area, which encompasses sections of  Baldwin, Hempstead and Westbury that are part of the Un-
iondale School Distrct.   

Note: The information provided will remain confidential.  All contributions are tax deductible in the fullest extent of Section 501(c) (3) of 
the United States Internal Revenue tax code. 

Please Print (Make checks payable to the Uniondale Community Council 

and Send to UCC, 806 Jerusalem Ave., Uniondale, NY 11553) 

Name:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:_(______)________________________Cell:__(_______)___________________________ 

 

Email:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount Enclosed: $______________________Level:___________________________________ 

DUES/Donor Levels: Student $5.00   Individual $10.00  Parent/Guardian $15.00 

Family (2 or more) $25.00  Supporting $50.00   Sustaining $100.00 

   Angel Over $100.00  Other $_________ 

       Individual Life Membership $250.00     Family Life Membership $500.00 
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