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Mother’s Day Tea 
• Save the Date: Sunday, May 1, 2020 at 3:00pm 

• Family fun virtual event honoring all Mothers, Grand-
mothers, Godmothers… 

• About High Tea—the history, origins, teas and typical food 
offerings 

• Games, raffle and entertainment 

• Special placemat including sponsor ads and dedications 

• Support this effort NOW by placing a dedication on the 
placemat to a family member or friend for Mother’s day or 
other special occasion 

• Share the placemat ad information with local businesses that 

you patronize 

• Official invite and registration info will be sent to all on our 
mailing list and the email list about April 1st 

Remember: 

• The Uniondale Community Council has been a community 
advocate for over 40 years 

• The Youth Project provides services for students 

 After School programs at Northern Parkway  
Elementary and Lawrence Road Middle Schools 

 A well attended basketball program that operates 4 
nights a week 

 Popular educational based summer camp 

• Your support allows the UCC to continue to provide these 
services 

Informational fliers are included in this newsletter.  Please take 

the time to review them and respond as soon as possible to the 

request for dedications.  Deadline for dedications is March 11th. 
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Unondale Community 
Council Meetings 

Monday, March 21, 2022 

April 18, 2022 
7:00pm via ZOOM 

Mother’s Day Tea 
May 1, 2022 

Help Needed for Ukraine 
See Page 6 

For March 21st Agenda Information 
See Page 6 

Valentine’s Day Gift Bags 

Youth Project Students Prepare Gift Bags for Loved Ones 

A Bit of Technology Trivia 
The COVID-19 Pandemic has thrust many into the 

virtual world.  In order to work from home, attend classes 
online, join community meetings through Zoom or just to 
stay connected with family through Facetime, the world 
adapted. 

Recently, a tech manual signed by Steve Jobs, founder 
of Apple, sold for $787,487.  The sale was unusual be-
cause Jobs rarely signed autographs, but this was especial-
ly unique because it was in a 1980 manual for the Apple II.  
The Apple II was a first “personal” computer that changed 
the way people worked and communicated.  Sales exceed-
ed expectations and many who rushed to buy this new in-
novative product had no idea of how to operate it and in 
reality what to do with it. 

The exception was a 14 year-old, Julian Brewer, who 
was writing code for games on his Apple II.  One day Ste-
ve Jobs showed up as his home to meet the teenager.   
Julian asked Jobs to sign his manual, making it one of the 
rarest autographs in history.  But it was the message that 
Jobs wrote to the young boy that also drove up the selling 
price decades later.  It reads: “Your generation is the first 
to grow up with computers.  Go change the world.”  
They certainly did! 
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Celebrating Black History Month 
Nassau County Legislator Kevan Abrahams and Fidelis Care Recognize  
Community Advocates—“Highlighting The Many Faces of Nassau County” 

On Saturday, February 26th, a virtual celebration of 
Black History, organized by Kevan Abrahams and his 
staff with sponsorship by Fidelis Care, provided entertain-
ment, black history trivia contests and presentation of cer-
tificates to 7 community activists in categories ranging 
from educator to visionary.   

The event was hosted by Kene Holiday. Kenneth Earl 
Holliday, who grew up on Long Island,  is an American 
actor of stage, film, and television.  He is known for his 
role as Ben Matlock's original private investigator.  Of the 
seven honorees, three have connections to Uniondale. 

Gregory M. Singer, LMSW, SBL, SDL, the  
Educator Honoree, is an ad-
ministrator in the Uniondale 
School District, serving as Ad-
ministrative Assistant for Cen-
tral Administration responsible 
for Central Registration.  Mr. 
Singer is also an adjunct profes-
sor at SUNY Stony Brook and as 
an educator he serves on and is 
currently the Vice-president of 
the Bay Shore School Board.  
He is board president of A1 Universal Care, Inc. of 
Plainview.  A-1 Universal Care, Inc. is a multi-cultural, 
not-for-profit organization founded in 1995, with the pri-
mary focus of “offering professional, comprehensive and 
quality services and support for children and adults with 
intellectual and other developmental disabilities.”  

He is an author and performer.  As part of a Martin 
Luther King, Jr. program at Smith St. Elementary School, 
Mr. Singer made an oral presentation, set to music, of his 
poem A Dreamer’s Dream, a video of which was the con-
cluding segment of Saturday’s event.  The poem was in-
spired by Dr. King’s “I have a dream” speech.  

The Tabernacle of Joy church is on Brookside Ave. in 
Uniondale, just north of the Roosevelt line, although the 

introduction of the  
Legacy Honoree, Apostle 
Raymond Mackey, Jr. I, in-
formed viewers that he was a 
community pastor and advo-
cate in Roosevelt.  While he 
is a native of Roosevelt and 
much of his time is dedicated 
to that community, his reach 
extends to Uniondale and 
churches across Long Island 

and beyond.  The Reverend Mackey is the founder and 
Bishop of the Tabernacle of Joy Fellowship Churches 
Worldwide, Inc.  In addition to his religious responsibili-
ties, he has served both the Uniondale and Roosevelt 
communities by participating in local community organi-
zations. 

He was elected President of the Uniondale Clergy 
Leadership Coalition in February 1994. In 1995, he was 

honored and named Honorary Trustee of the Uniondale 
Community Council. He also served as a member of the 
Uniondale Neighborhood Center (John J. Byrne Center) 
board. He has served on the advisory committee for the 
Uniondale Youth Project, and also as a member of the 
Nassau County Black Clergy. Currently he is a member 

of the Long Island Conference Of Clergy.  
Bishop Mackey is co-organizer of H.E.V.N (Helping 

End Violence Now) which is focused on addressing the 
problem of criminal gang activities on Long Island. 

A young member of the Uniondale Community 
Council Board was the third honoree with a strong con-
nection to Uniondale.  Marvin Amazan was named the  
Community Advocate Honoree!  Marvin, the CEO of 
Wolfpack United, was born to Haitian immigrants and is 
a graduate of Uniondale HS.  He is a social entrepreneur, 
teacher, coach, mentor, activ-
ist, and advocate.   

“Through his experiences 
and education at SUNY  
Empire, Nassau Community 
College, and Ithaca College, 
he finds ways to bridge the 
gap between different genera-
tions and turn neighborhoods 
into communities. Marvin cre-
ated Wolfpack United to help 
fix the social-economic state 
of many disenfranchised neighborhoods and turn them 
into thriving and empowered communities through means 
of communication and social programs that focus on en-
gagement, education, and opportunity.”  In addition to 
serving on the UCC Board, Marvin has been active in 
other Uniondale organizations, including GUAAC and the 
UCLT.  As a staff member of the Uniondale School Dis-
trict, he is currently teaching at Lawrence Rd. and had 
been a teaching assistant in the district for many years, he 
also serves on the Uniondale Alumni Wall of Fame com-
mittee. 

We congratulate all of the honorees and thank our 
three Uniondale honorees for their dedication to the 
Greater Uniondale Area Community, its residents and 
children.  Bishop Mackey exemplifies years of such com-
mitment and has established a Legacy that will endure.  
Gregory Singer strives to help the disabled and to teach 
through his writings, continuing the goals of Educators 
worldwide.  Marvin Amazon, as a Community  
Advocate, with a bright and long future ahead of him, has 
the ability and fortitude to achieve future milestones in 
making our community and the country a  true “land of 
opportunity” for all.  All three truly exemplify the intent 
of the specific honor they received! 

If you were unable to join the Black History Month 
Celebration, you may view the entire video on Kevan 
Abrahams website: www.nassaucountyny.gov/LD1. 



Page 4 commUNITY February, 2022 

 

Another Chapter of the History of Uniondale 
Early Residents of Today’s Uniondale Community were Polish and Ukrainian! by Kathleen Lyons 

Have you noticed a small line of text at the top of our  
Uniondale Community Council “Meeting Notices” which 
reads: “Reported in The Times, May 10 1853 (before the 
Civil War!) the hamlet of Turtle Hook changed its name 
to Union Dale.”  

Much of the history of that name and whether it referred 
to all of the hamlet of Uniondale as we currently know it 
or to just a small section in the South East corner near the 
Turtle Hook Middle School, as local folklore tells us.  
Folklore may not always agree with official records but 
often is more interesting and informative about the lives 
and customs of the people themselves.  Local folklore 
also suggests that the name derived from a projection or 
hook along the Meadowbrook creek that resembled a tur-
tle.  The State of New York established Union Free 
School Districts in 1853 and set school district boundary 
lines.  The Union Free School District #2 has used  
Uniondale as its location for much of that time.  When a 
Fire Department was formed in the 1920s, literature an-
nouncing election of Fire Commissioners refers to the 
Uniondale Fire Department but also mixed into early bro-
chures is the term East Hempstead.  While the community 
was officially Uniondale, the postal addresses and the 
reference used by residents to describe their habitat was 
East Hempstead until a post office was built here in the 
mid-1950s.   

We do know that the fertile Hempstead Plains extended 
from the Queens border to the village of Farmingdale, 
which straddles the Nassau/Suffolk line.  Miles of potato 
and corn farms existed until the end of World War II 
when Levittown transformed them into mini-communities 
with their own recreational and retail components.  Re-
search will show that those farms were owned by families 
with Polish or Ukrainian names.  And Uniondale/East 
Hempstead was no different except that we had the 
“distinction” of being home to Mitchel Field, the US Air 
Force base that claimed a significant portion of the land 
north of Hempstead Turnpike.   

The original school house in Uniondale became a Polish 
Catholic Church, St. Martha, in the early 1900s as the 
population grew and a larger 8 room school was built.  
That small church served the Polish residents of the com-
munity until the Diocese of Brooklyn created a parish of 
St. Martha in 1949, making it home to the growing Eng-
lish speaking, predominantly Irish and Italian, population.  
As a new St. Martha’s Church rose on land, where resi-
dents cultivated a small garden and housed chickens and 
goats, on Greenrgrove Ave., the small building on  
Uniondale Ave., became the first public library in  
Uniondale.  Sadly, that building was demolished.   

The East Hempstead of my childhood has evolved once 
again.  The farms are gone, Mitchel Field was closed and 
replaced by commercial buildings, two college campuses, 
the Veterans Memorial Coliseum and the “Nassau Hub” 
where plans for development of the property are taking 

place.  But there are remnants 
of the ethnic heritage of the 
early settlers still here and are 
active.   

One of this author’s favorite 
sites is the Slavic Onion Dome 
spire on St. Michael’s Ortho-
dox Ukrainian Church on  
Maple Ave., north of Front St.  
On a bright sunny day, the 
golden dome shines in all its 
glory and sends me a mes-
sage— “the church is still here and all is right in our 
world.”  Many people refer to the large complex on  
Uniondale Ave., as the Ukrainian Hall without much con-
sideration of the meaning of the name and many are sur-
prised that it is in fact 
associated with and 
owned by a Ukraini-
an Church. Most who 
do know the connec-
tion to the church, 
assume that it is affil-
iated with St. 
Michael’s —after all 
the properties occupy 
land across from each 
other on Newport Rd.  
A closer look at the 
name on the building 
indicates that it is St. 
Vladimir Parish Cen-
ter.    

There is a second 
Ukrainian church in 
the Greater  
Uniondale Area, on 
Front St. at the corner 
of Holly Ave., just 
west of the Hemp-
stead Village line, but 
within the Uniondale 
School District.  St. Vladimir is a Ukrainian Catholic 
Church which means it is under the jurisdiction of the Pa-
pal office in Rome.  That church owns the Ukrainian Hall!  
Both churches are active and hold regular services on Sun-
days.   

While my personal “bucket list” includes a visit to each of 
the two, it is not easily accomplished as the churches are 
only open for services.  A recent photo expedition, 
prompted by current strife in Ukraine, prompted a vague 
memory of a “plaque” on the brick façade of St. 
Michael’s.  Upon examination, it offers proof of the diffi-
cult endurance that the Ukrainian people have experienced 

St. Michael’s Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church. 

Continued on the next page. 
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Ukrainian Presence in Uniondale continued 

Uniondale Remembers A Neighbor 

James Ross, the husband of Uniondale Community Council board member, Julia Ross, 
passed away, at 90 years of age,  on February 3, 2022.  The funeral service held at Hartnett’s Fu-
neral home on February 11th honored a man who served his country in the military and as a po-
lice officer.  One of two children of Samuel Ross and Mamie (Harris) Ross, James was born and 
raised in the NYC borough of Brooklyn.  He was the product of the NYC public schools, gradu-
ating from DeWitt Clinton High School in 1950. 

After graduating from HS, his dreams of attending college were unrealized because of the 
costs involved.  He enlisted in the US Air Force, served his country for four years and was hon-
orably discharged, at the rank of Staff Sargent, in 1955.  He then was employed by several pri-
vate corporations and in 1962 he was sworn in as a member of the New York City Police Depart-
ment where he proudly wore the shield of the NYPD for 32 years.  He dedicated work effort saw 
him rise in the ranks of the NYPD to Inspector and Borough Commander of Manhattan.  During his tenure in the police 
department, James earned a Bachelor of Science Degree from John Jay College, completing his life-long desire for a col-
lege education.  He then finished two years of graduate study at Long Island University and also completed US Federal 
Bureau of Investigation training. 

James married Julia in June 1959 and eventually established residence on Planders Ave. in Uniondale where they 
raised three sons, David (deceased 2007), Adam and Paul.  The family began attending services at the United Methodist 
Church in Hempstead, officially joining in 1973, and were active members of the congregation for over 50 years. Over 
the years, James served the church in many capacities but he is best remembered for being a proud member of the Chan-
cellor Choir.  Reports tell us that his God given musical talent was undeniable.   

The service on Friday, February 11th at Harnett’s was truly a celebration of the life of James D. Ross.  Accolades 
and stories of his life were shared by members of the family, his church and of course colleagues of the NYPD.  One re-
tired police officer brought to life the man that was James Ross; his stories included those where James was the boss of 
new inductee through their growing relationship that went from boss to mentor to colleague to life-long friend.  The hon-
or guard of the NYPD was on hand to pay respects for a dedicated member of the force and to escort James to his final 
resting place in Pinelawn. 

for centuries at the hands of its neighbor, Russia. 

St. Michael’s church was founded in Uniondale in 1921 
and the existing building dates to 1933.  St. Vladimir’s 
church was built in 1951, but childhood memories recall 
seeing signs indicating that, in the 1940s, the church 
owned the brick house diagonally across Front St.  Obvi-
ously services were held elsewhere but plans had to have 
been in place for erecting the current structure.  St. Vladi-
mir Church has two Onion Dome turrets but they lack the 
brilliance of the one atop St. Michael’s.  Next time, you 
drive by, take a moment to view the building(s) and to 
reflect on the history of the people who worship there—
their contributions to Long Island and Uniondale; their 

homeland, heritage and family 
still in Europe; and if possible say 
a prayer.  Ask St. Vladimir to 
help the people of Ukraine to re-
pel the invasion instigated by his 
Russian namesake. 

St. Vladimir’s Ukrainian Catholic Church 

The memorial plaque (1983) on St. 
Michael’s Church commemorates 
those who died of a famine in 
Ukraine in the 1930s, about ninety 
years ago. 

The words astound us given the 
current un-provoked war initiated 

by Moscow! 
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Help for the Ukrainian People 

Local Urkrainian groups collected clothing, non-perishable supplies, 
household goods, medical and health supplies, so much of which we all 
take for granted.  Run out of toothpaste?—Its no big deal, such items 
are available in supermarkets, pharmacies and even local convenience 
stores or bodegas.  But not so easy to find in a war torn country. 

The Long Island Chapter of the UCCA (Ukrainian Churches of Ameri-
ca) established a donation center RIGHT HERE IN  
UNIONDALE at St. Vladimir’s Center on Uniondale Ave.  In one 

week’s time they have collected more than enough to fill the allotted space.  The issue is now 
finding funds to ship the goods to Ukraine and to Ukrainians who have left the country and are 
now refugees in Poland and other Eastern European Countries. 

We spoke with Stepan Kunitski who said that any monetary donation —cash or check—would 
be greatly appreciated and that “no amount is too small” but the need is great. 

PLEASE TRY TO HELP!   

The UCC is offering two options: 

1. Send your donation directly to Stepan Kunitski (516) 754-7657 
2532 Inglewood St., East Meadow, 11554 

2. Send a donation in care of the Uniondale Community Council 
806 Jerusalem Ave., Uniondale, NY 11553 

Cash or checks are acceptable.   
Make checks payable to the UCCA Long Island Chapter. 

For more information you can contact Mr. Kunitski at the above phone number or  

Call Halyna Fenchenko at (516) 813-5292. 

Uniondale Community Council March Meeting 

Join the UCC on March 21st at 7:00pm via ZOOM.  Invitations 
and registration information will be forwarded shortly. 
Not on the UCC email list?  Send an email to 
ucomm.council@gmail.com and request a link. 
 
Agenda: 
• New Yorkers for Clean Power—Discussion on the environmental impact of fossil fuel versus 

Clean Power options 

• Help for Ukraine—representatives of the community have been invited to attend this up-
coming meeting 

• Update on Mother’s Day Tea plans 

• Community Updates 

• Complimentary Raffle—remain to the end of the meeting—you may be a winner! 
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Keep Connected with the  Uniondale Community Council: 

Are you included the Uniondale Community Council Email List?  If not please share your address by: 

Emailing your name, address and email address to ucomm.council@gmail.com.  Or you may register 

through our website at www.uniondalecommunitycouncil.com. 

Fb.me/ucommcouncil @UCommCouncil 516-538-9487 

ucomm.council@gmail.com www.uniondalecommunitycouncil.com 

Are You a Dues Paying Member of the Uniondale  

Community Council? 
The fiscal year of the Uniondale Community Councils runs from October 1st through September 30th.  The support of 
the entire Uniondale Community is necessary if the organization is to continue the programs offered, over the course of 
several decades, to the young members of the community through the Council’s Youth Project.  Thus, we are encourag-
ing everyone to become a dues paying member.  Your dues and/or a donation to the Council help financially but are also 
indicative of strong community endorsement of the Council and its Youth Project.  Evidence of such community support 
is vital when grant applications are submitted to the State of New York and local government entities such as Nassau 
County and the Town of Hempstead. 

Programs sponsored by the Uniondale Community Council are available to the students and residents living in the  
Greater Uniondale Area, which encompasses sections of  Baldwin, Hempstead and Westbury that are part of the Un-
iondale School Distrct.   

Note: The information provided will remain confidential.  All contributions are tax deductible in the fullest extent of Section 501(c) (3) of 
the United States Internal Revenue tax code. 

Please Print (Make checks payable to the Uniondale Community Council 

and Send to UCC, 806 Jerusalem Ave., Uniondale, NY 11553) 

Name:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:_(______)________________________Cell:__(_______)___________________________ 

 

Email:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount Enclosed: $______________________Level:___________________________________ 

DUES/Donor Levels: Student $5.00   Individual $10.00  Parent/Guardian $15.00 

Family (2 or more) $25.00  Supporting $50.00   Sustaining $100.00 

   Angel Over $100.00  Other $_________ 

       Individual Life Membership $250.00     Family Life Membership $500.00 


