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Ist "U-CLT Housing Heroes Event" 

Uniondale Community Land Trust  

Honors Dorothy Goosby 
Senior Councilwoman Dorothy L. Goosby was the first “Housing Heroes” honoree 

of the Uniondale Community Land Trust, a much deserved honor as the Councilwoman 

was instrumental in the formation of the Land Trust.  The Land Trust is on the verge of 

closing on its first reclaimed home in Uniondale and Goosby has supported the effort 

through every step of the process. 

The event held on Thursday, October 15, 2020 at the Seasons 52 in Garden City had 

supporters of both the U-CLT and Sr, Councilwoman Goosby attend in person or virtu-

ally through a ZOOM video of the event.   

In 1988, Dorothy Goosby with the Center for Constitutional Rights filed a class ac-

tion suit against the Town of Hempstead for its discriminatory at-large system of elect-

ing members of the Town Council.  The suit wended its way through the courts for al-

most a decade before a decision was rendered in 1997 that determined that the Town 

system was in violation of the Federal Voting Rights Act of 1965.  The  Town Of 

Hempstead revised the system and set up six Election Districts throughout the Town.  In 

1999, Dorothy Goosby was the first Black woman, and the first Democrat since 1905, 

elected to serve on the Town Council.  Serving on the Council Board as the representa-

tive of District 1, she is the senior member of the Board, its only woman, only minority 

member and the only Democrat.   

Sr. Councilwoman Goosby worked tirelessly with the U-CLT to facilitate building 

permits needed through the Town of Hempstead, but she has also been a strong advo-

cate for Uniondale and the other community based organizations in the community! 

UCC 
Board 
Members 
with Sr. 
Council-
woman 
Goosby 
at the 
2019  
annual 
Cookout! 
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Uniondale School District Alumni Wall of Fame 

Gabrielle St. Leger, EDD, the second Uniondale High School graduate to be inducted into the newly created 

Alumni Wall of Fame is the Dean of Students and Assistant Vice-President of Hofstra University.  The ceremony took 

place on the basketball court at Cornelius Court School on a beautiful Saturday morning, October 17, 2020.  The 

choice of venue allowed for those passing by to note the festivities.  But it also provided the backdrop for the posting 

of a large poster and balloons on the fence facing Uniondale Ave. 

The poster of Dr. St. Leger joins that of Justin Brown who was inducted the previous week.  

As a current member and Vice-President of the Uniondale School Board as well as a Uniondale 

graduate, Class of 2009, it was appropriate that Mr. Brown was selected to be the very first in-

ductee into the Wall of Fame, but undoubtedly he will be joined by many more alumni mem-

bers who were active in student affairs while at the High School, have achieved success in their 

chosen field, and are role models for current students.  

Justin Brown, who was a member of the Varsity Basketball team at Uniondale High 

School, works as a member of the Institutional Review Board (IRB) Administrator with Memo-

rial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.    

     During the ceremony on Saturday, an impressive resume of Gabrielle St. Leger was read 

and cheered.  However, the more poignant accounting of her achievements came from Dr. St. 

Leger herself.  She began the story of her 

school years as a Kindergartener that ad-

mired the principal at Northern Parkway School who was a 

“Doctor.”  Gabrielle continued recalling many educators, both 

teachers and administrators that influenced her decision to pursue 

a career in education herself. 

Justin Brown 

Above Left: Gabrielle 
St. Leger accepts the 
citation from Dr. 
Rhonda Taylor, Acting 
Superintendent, Union-
dale Public Schools. 
 
Above: Posters adorn 
the fence at Cornelius 
Court. 
 
Left: Dr. St. Leger with 
members of the  
Uniondale Community, 
including UCC  
President, Nancy 
Skeete, left of the 
poster. 
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Uniondale Community  
Council Meeting 

October 19, 2020, 7:00pm 
 

Agenda 
Democratic Candidates for 

Elective Office 
 

Youth Project Report 
 

Fund Raising Activities 
 

Community Updates 

School District Initiates  
Student Intern Program 

Student High School leaders have been assigned as in-

terns to several of the Uniondale based community organi-

zations.  The Uniondale Community Council is pleased to 

welcome three HS students to our meetings.  The three, 

Yessica Escobar Benitez, Laika Jackson and Hareen Singh 

will log onto our ZOOM meetings, listen attentively and 

participate as appropriate. 

The students then will report back to the school and their 

colleagues about community concerns and programs and 

the activities of the various organizations. 

As the program goes forward, the students may be asked 

to work with the organization to facilitate meetings, keep 

records, etc.  The goal is to develop a sense of community 

in the students participating and to cultivate future community 

advocates. 

Community Center at A. Holly Patterson 
After many years of proposals and plans, construction on the property on Jerusalem Ave finally began.  Two sec-

tions of apartments are now being readied for occupancy after the project came to a halt in March—this time because 

of a world-wide pandemic that was unanticipated. 

Engel Burman, the contractors, have attended various community meetings over the course of the planning and 

early development  stages.  In each, the promised community center was discussed.  Each time the representatives of 

Engel Burman assured the participants that they were committed to building the needed community center and to the 

promised expenditure of $600,000.  At a recent meeting of the Nassau University Medical Center Board where Engel 

Burman representatives were present, the community center was discussed.  While community representatives were 

invited, there was little opportunity for sharing the concerns of the community.  Two proposals were presented to the 

Board, one in the neighborhood of $800,000 and the other at half that cost.  The Board voted to allocate, $427,000 for 

the community center, less than the $$600,000 the contractor, at the August meeting of the Uniondale Community 

Council, had once again assured the residents that they were prepared to spend on the proposed center.  

Just In Time for the Holidays 

Uniondale Community Council Pecan Sale! 
One Pound Bag of Shelled Pecans 

$15.00 
To Order: Call the UCC at 516-538-9487 

 
 

Every purchase supports the goals of the Uniondale  
Community Council and especially its Youth Project. 
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Are You a Dues Paying Member of the  
Uniondale Community Council? 
The fiscal year of the Uniondale Community Council runs from October 1st through September 30th   The support of the 

entire Uniondale Community is necessary if the organization is to continue the programs offered, over the course of sev-

eral decades, to the young members of the community through Council’s Youth Project.  Thus, we are encouraging every-

one to become a dues paying member.  Your dues and/or a donation to the Council help financially but also are indicative 

of strong community endorsement of the Council and the Youth Project.  Evidence of such community support is vital 

when grant applications are submitted to the State of New York and local government entities such as Nassau County and 

the Town of Hempstead. 

The programs sponsored by the Uniondale Community Council are available to students and residents living in the 

Greater Uniondale Area which encompasses sections of Baldwin, Hempstead and Westbury that are part of the Uniondale 

School District. 

Note:  Information provided will remain confidential.  All contributions are tax deductible in the fullest extent of Section 501© (3) of 

the United States Internal Revenue tax code. 

com l.com 






