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The Board of the UCC 
extends good wishes to 
Dr. William Lloyd for 

success in future  
endeavors.  THANK 

YOU Dr. Lloyd for your 
many years of dedicated 
service to the community 

and the children! 

Joanne and Ed Giuffre 
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Uniondale Historic Sites 

Monthly Raffle 

Our monthly raffle has proven to be a fun and popular 
agenda item.  Join us in March and remain to the end 

of the meeting for the raffle. 
You may be a winner! 

Donations of Raffle Prizes Are Welcome. 

The Uniondale Community Council has begun a review of the history of the 
community.  In the December issue we included a photo of the “Christmas 
House,” which today is the home of the John J. Bryne Community Center and 
houses the office of the Uniondale Community Council. 

From time to time, as space permits, we will be including photos of the  
Uniondale community, some recent, some depicting the history of the area.  Our 
holiday card project also focused on that theme.  There were two “Old” photos, 
one an aerial view of Mitchel Field taken in 1926 and a photo of Charles  
Lindbergh, also taken in 1926 at Roosevelt Field where he took off on his trans-
atlantic solo flight to Paris in his plane, the Spirt of St. Louis.   

If residents have photos that they would be willing to share, we will glady scan 
them and return the originals.  There are places that do come up in conversation 

Continued on next page 
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Ed Giuffre 

K. Harris 

A. Holly Patterson Property continued 

among those who are long-time residents that should be of interest to everyone in the community, new resi-
dents and old timers alike.  Contact us at ucomm.council@gmail.com or call the center at 516-538-9487. 

The property at A. Holly Patterson had long been a source of conflict between those who felt that affordable 
housing was a needed use of the property and those who preferred to have the open space to use for communi-
ty activities.  Currently, a promised community center is the topic of discussion.  Construction on the property 
for almost 400 rental apartments began last year; currently rental opportunities are being advertised. 

In addition to the A. Holly Patterson Extended Care Facility, there are several buildings on the property that 
existed prior to the building of the current facility.  Two buildings face Jerusalem Ave.; the larger brick build-

ing, dating to early 20th century, originally housed the residents 
of the “poor farm” and the hexagon shaped building was the 
original nursing home, and was probably built in the late 1940s 
or early ‘50s.  As the “poor farm” was actually a working 
farm, there are barns on the property that appear to still be  
in use but not maintained well.  All these buildings do have 
historical connections to Uniondale but the cost of rehabili-
tating them becomes exorbitant.  Perhaps the barns might 
be preserved and provide a bucolic reminder of the rural 
days of the community.   

Current Extended Care Facility 

Original Nursing Facility 

Original “poor farm” residence and 

admistrative building  Barns on the property 
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Unondale Community 
Council 

March Meeting 
Monday, March 15, 

2021 

7:00pm via ZOOM 

Community Updates 

Complimentary Raffle 

Community Updates 
1.  Legislator Kevan Abrahams, in conjunction with Fidelis 
Care, is sponsoring the First Annual Black History Month 
Program: “A Salute to Unsung Heros.”  Recipients, includ-
ing Uniondale’s Angela Perry, are being honored “In 
Recognition of Outstanding Leadership, Contribution, & 
Community Service.” 

The virtual event will take place, Saturday, February 27, 
2021 at 1:00pm.  Congratulations Angela! 

2.  The Board of Education of the Uniondale Union Free 
School District has announced the search for a new Super-
intendent of Schools.  Dr. Wiillaim Lloyd has submitted a 
letter of resignation effective, June 30, 2021.  Since June 
2020, Actiing Superintendent Rhonda Talyor has been in-
strumental in guiding the school district through the diffi-
cult times that the COVID 19 pandemic has created. 

Dr. Lloyd has a three decade career in the Uniondale School 
District as a teacher, Assistant Principal, Principal and Su-
perintendent.  The School Board anticipates that the search 
will result in an appointment of a new superintendent by 
July 1, 2021.  

The Uniondale Community 

Council extends sincere con-

dolences to the families of: 

Jomani (Jo-Jo) Wright who 
was tragically killed in an automo-
bile accoident on January 27th.  
The young man, an outstanding 
scholar and athlete, was a sopho-
more honor student at Uniondale 
High School.  As a Freshman on 
the Uniondale HS Varsity Basket-
ball team, Wright averaged 19 
points, 9 assists. 6 rebounds and 3 steals per game.  He was 
considered by many to be the outstanding player in Nassau 
County and garnered All-Long Island honors last season. 

Dr. Aubrey O. Lewis who was the founder of the Commu-
nity Wellness Center in Hempstead, a free medical clinic. He 
also founded the Coalition for Community Well Being, a 
group of doctors, medical personnel and lawyers on the Is-
land. The group conducted free health fairs for years 
throughout Long Island and Queens. 

Lewis was born in Georgetown, Guyana, in 1947. He 
emigrated to the United States in 1969 on a student visa and 
joined the Army in 1970.  He graduated from Richmond Col-
lege with a bachelor’s degree in chemistry, and from the 
SUNY Upstate Medical University with a doctor of medicine 
degree. He opened his Merrick practice following a residen-
cy at the Nassau County Medical Center 

Hempstead Town Senior Councilwoman Dorothy 
Goosby said “not only was he a ‘great cardiologist,’ but also 
a pioneer of equal health care before it was an issue com-
monly spoken about. He was always concerned about health 
care, especially with Black people," . 

Lewis publicly advocated for a hospital in Hempstead 
after Hempstead General Hospital closed in 2003.  In a 2007 
Newsday story, Lewis said, "Proximity is key when it comes 
to health care, and Hempstead residents deserve a medical 
facility that is closer to home."  His son, Andrew Lewis said 
that bringing a hospital to Hempstead was his father’s 
"dream." 

Senator Kevin Thomas’ Office  
Announces a “Know Your Rights” 

Seminar 
The event, held in conjunction with the  
Uniondale Public Library will address changes 
in the immigration law and assistance availa-
ble during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
 
When: Mar 3, 2021 06:00 PM Eastern Time (US 
and Canada) 
 
Topic: Know Your Rights Presentation 
 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82696805394 
 

Or iPhone one-tap :  
    US: +16465588656,,82696805394#  or 
+13017158592,,82696805394#  
 
Or Telephone: 
Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on 
your current location): 
US: +1 646 558 8656  or  
+1 301 715 8592  or  
+1 312 626 6799  or  
+1 253 215 8782  or  
+1 346 248 7799  or  
+1 669 900 9128  
 

Webinar ID: 826 9680 5394 
International numbers available:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kiRmrVCvD  

See Information Provided on Following Pages. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82696805394
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kiRmrVCvD
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February — Black History Month 

There is a National Irish Heritage Month—March; a 
National Italian Heritage Month— October; a National 
Hispanic Heritage Month—September 15-Ocrober 15; Na-
tional Native American Heritage Month—November, and 
others as well.  

Most of the general population of the United States 
could not answer questions about the timing of those but, 
perhaps due to the advocacy of the population, most Amer-
icans know that February is Black History Month. 

The adoption of a month attesting to the achievements 
of Americans of African Ancestry can be attributed to his-
torian Carter G. Woodson who in 1926 declared a week in 
February as Negro History Week. He chose February as 
the birthday of Abraham Lincoln was celebrated by many 
states on February 12th.  Lincoln, as president, is credited 
with “freeing the slaves” by signing the Emancipation 
Proclamation in 1862 in the midst of the country's Civil 
War.  In addition, February 14, 1818 was the birth date of 
Frederick Douglass, the famed Black activist.  In 1976, the 
U.S. government expanded the weeklong celebration to 
Black History Month. 

While all celebrations, whether a day, a week or 
month, herald the individuals and/or the achievements of a 
group of peoples, the collective history of all these is part 
and parcel of the History of the United States of America 
and the American people.  Each deserves the appropriate 
place in the culture of the country and the respect of us all. 

We all recognize the names of some significant Black 
Americans who rose above and were instrumental in advo-

cating for the rights of the Black population.  Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., Barack Obama, Rosa Parks, athletes  
Mohammad Ali and Jackie Robinson to name a few. 

An internet search yields many more names, too nu-
merous to list, but no less influential in the history of 
America and its Black citizens.  Some you may not imme-
diately recall but had an important impact on some aspect 
of the culture of this country are: 
• Thurgood Marshall, the 96th and first Black Justice of 

the United States Supreme Court; 
• Authors Alex Haley and W.E.B. 

DuBois; 
• George Washington Carver, a 

prominent 20th century black 
agricultural scientist; 

• Actress Hattie McDaniel who 
starred in Gone With the Wind 
and was the first Black to re-
ceive an Oscar for her support-
ing role of Mammy; 

• Sojourner Truth, abolitionist and 
women’s rights activist; 

• Shirley Chisholm, the first black 
woman elected to the United States Congress in 1968, 
representing New York's 12th congressional district.  
In the 1972 she became the first African-American and 
the first woman to seek a major political party's nomi-
nation for president; 

• Maya Angelou. poet and Civil Rights activist.  In 

Continued on next page 

Thurgood Marshall 

https://www.thoughtco.com/frederick-douglass-former-slave-and-abolitionis-1773639
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1993, Angelou recited her poem "On the Pulse of 
Morning" at the presidential inauguration of Bill Clin-
ton.  Despite having no bachelor's degree, in 1981 she 
was offered the lifetime Reynolds Professorship 
of American Studies at Wake Forest Universi-
ty in Winston-Salem, NC, where she was one of a few 
full-time African-American professors. 

• A recent Newsday article noted the death in January of 
95 year old William Johnson of Glen Cove, Long Is-
land.  Johnson served during WWII in the famed 
Tuskegee Airmen corps.  

Slavery on Long Island 

Shirley Chisholm 

William Johnson 

The past year has been difficult, world-wide, due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  In the United States, we had 
two impeachment trials, a contentious presidential elec-
tion where claims of fraud were raised, protests and civil 
unrest.  

Police actions resulted in weeks of protests over the 
summer.  Thousands took to the streets across the country 
to protest the death of a Black man in Minneapolis.  On 
January 6, 2021, the start of a new year many hoped 
would be better than the previous one, violence erupted in 
Washington, DC as thousands stormed the US Capitol in 
protest of the certification of the election of Joe Biden. 

The country is and its people are divided politically, 
socially and economically.  The White vs Black divide 
has probably not been as evident since the 1960s Civil 
Rights movement.  Today’s unrest is rooted in the history 
of slavery in this country.  Slavery loomed large over the 
young country and existed until the Civil War in the mid-
19th century.  However, it is not the only wrong that the 
country has imposed on people it perceived to be inferior 
to those whose heritage was from predominantly white 
Western European countries.  The persecution of the na-
tive people of America is a terrible blight in the history of 
this country.  Asians and Latin Americans have also felt 
the brunt of discrimination. 

Slavery in the United States is typically portrayed as a 
Southern practice, but it existed in all of the colonies and 
continued in the Northern states well into the 19th centu-
ry.  We also need to acknowledge that slavery has existed 
throughout the history of civilization and still exists in the 
world today. 

In 1799, New York passed the Gradual Emancipation 
law, which would take full effect in 1827.  It did not ap-
ply to persons enslaved at the time, but gradually emanci-
pated children of enslaved mothers born after the enact-
ment of the law.  The reality is that the1830 census still 
listed 75 slaves residing in the state. 

Just as many people erroneously believe that slavery 
only existed in the South, those who do know that there 
were slaves on Long Island, mostly accept the false belief 
that the practice was limited to eastern Long Island.   

Long Island, until the end of World War II was pre-
dominately a rural and agricultural economy; the flat 

Black History Month continued 

plains in the middle of the island were especially condu-
cive to farming where they were farmed by owners and 
their families .  Wealthy families built huge mansions on 
very large acres of land in the north and south shore 
coastal communities.  Servants, both Blacks and immi-
grants, were in demand to maintain the homes and the 
grounds.  Unlike the southern plantations, the slaves  
often toiled  both “inside and outside” taking on tasks 
needing immediate attention. 

Several projects researching the topic of slavery on 
Long Island are ongoing.  Newsday and the college li-
braries are sources of information.  Donnamarie Barnes, 
curator of the historic Sylvester Manor on Shelter Island. 
and David Rattray, the editor of the East Hampton Star 
newspaper, have 
worked to remind 
New Yorkers that 
slavery wasn't just a 
Southern horror. 
They started the Plain 
Sight Project, with 
the goal of identify-
ing all enslaved peo-
ple, as well as free 
people of color who 
lived and worked in 
the area.  They maintain that “the story of slavery on 
Long Island's East End is not one that is well-known, 
even though it's hidden in plain sight.”  The information 
can be found in documents like account books, wills and 
family records.  Old census records are another way of 
documenting the existence of slaves on Long Island. 

We offer some known facts. 

• The Hofstra University records indicate that “in 
1626, officials of the Dutch West India Company in 
New Amsterdam purchased eleven Africans to be 
used by the company to work on public projects and 
in the defense of the colony.  The institution of slav-
ery in what would later be known as New York was 
born.  

• By the time of the Revolutionary War, there was up-
wards of 20,000 slaves in New York. 

• From Oyster Bay to Glen Cove to Shelter Island to 
Southold to Setauket and beyond, Long Island, which 

Sylvester Manor 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/On_the_Pulse_of_Morning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/On_the_Pulse_of_Morning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Clinton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Clinton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Studies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wake_Forest_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wake_Forest_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winston-Salem,_North_Carolina
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included Suffolk and Queens counties, before Nassau 
County was established, had “the largest slave popula-
tion of the North for most of the colonial era,” accord-
ing to Christopher Claude Verga, author of Civil 
Rights on Long Island.. 

• Between 1755 and 1812, slavery was common in 
homes such as Raynham Hall, the residence of the 
Townsends, one of Oyster Bay’s founding families. 
The home is famous because Robert Townsend was 
George Washington’s spy.  The family enjoyed the 
free labor of slaves who served their masters not only 
as domestic and field workers on the family’s 350-
acre farm but on five merchant vessels; the slaves 
were forced to serve an enemy occupation of British 
officers in the house during the Revolutionary War.  

• According to Ms Barnes, there is documented infor-
mation about the slaves 
who lived and worked on 
the estate on Shelter Is-
land.  Nathaniel Sylvester 
brought Suffolk County’s 
first enslaved people to 
Sylvester Manor in 1654, 
starting the first of the few 
plantations on Long Is-
land.  

• William Floyd of Mastic 
was a signer of the Decla-
ration of Independence.  
Long Island at the time 
was pro-Britain and the 
crown.  He was an excep-
tion.  Today the estate is the property of the United 
States government.  On the grounds, there is a ‘slaves 
burial ground,’ which serves to inform New Yorkers 
that the institution of slavery existed here.  Although 
scores of slaves worked in the kitchens and in the 
fields, there are only seven white wooden crosses 
marking their graves, each cross bearing the first 
name of a male slave.  The slave graveyard was sepa-
rated by a fence from the Floyd family cemetery, 
where each grave is marked with a gravestone. 

• Barnes and Rattray tell of a single cemetery headstone 
in a local graveyard, which highlights just how much 
history has been buried.  Even though enslaved people 
numbered in the thousands in the area, that grave is 
one of just two like it found on the East End. 

• Stony Brook University journalism students, as a class 
assignment, reported on the investigations going on 
regarding slavery on 
Long Island and got 
caught up in the pro-
ject itself, searching 
out abandoned slave 
burial grounds.  They 
explored one such site 
in Brookville in Nas-
sau County. 

Slavery continued • Gardiners Island has been owned by the same family 
for 380 years and is the oldest estate in America, pro-
vided for by royal grant from the English Crown.  The 
3,318 acre private island that sits off the coast of Long 
Island's Hamptons neighborhood is considered 
'priceless'. Many of the original structures including the 
windmill, slave quarters and carpenters shed from 1639 
still exist to this day.  The Gardner family also owned 
other homes and property on Long Island, including 
Sagtikos Manor in Bay Shore and spent time in each.  
There is currently no evidence that slaves resided at 
that site, but the possibility does exist. 

• Rock Hall Museum is located in Lawrence in the 
Town of Hempstead.  The 600-acre estate was built in 
1767 by Josiah Martin, a wealthy British sugar mer-
chant from Antigua and was later owned by the 
Hewlett family.  The 1790 federal census record-
ed seventeen enslaved Africans living at Rock Hall 
Manor, the largest number recorded for a single 
household in Queens, which at the time extended from 
the Brooklyn border to the Suffolk line.  

• Jupiter Hammon, the first published African American 
poet, was born into slavery in 1711 at Henry Lloyd’s 
estate on Lloyd Neck, LI, NY. Hammon was allowed 
access to the manor library and was educated with the 
owner’s children, even working with Henry Lloyd in 
his business ventures.  Hammon’s first work, An 
Evening Thought  was published in 1760.  In 
an address to the Negros of New York in 1787, he 
asked white America to live up to its stated ideals of 
freedom and equality for all men, while noting the 
struggles and deprivation that slaves faced.  Ham-
mond, though close with the Lloyd family that re-
ferred to him as "brother Jupiter," was buried in an 
unmarked grave on the estate around 1806. 

A key figure advocating for the equality of all men and 
elimination of slavery was Elias Hicks, a prominent 

minister and leader of the Quaker 
community on Long Island in the late 
18th and early 19th centuries. His 
pronouncement for the freedom and 
rights of Black Americans had im-
portant and long-lasting ramifications 
not only locally, but also within the 
emerging abolition movement. 
Through Hick’s understanding of uni-
versal rights, the Quaker community 
began to free their slaves and provide 

them with jobs and an education.  Some Quakers began 
buying slaves for the sole purpose of setting them free. 

Hicks was the driving force behind the formation of 
the charity society, whose mission was to help improve 
the lives of the African people by educating their chil-
dren.  The creation of the charity schools paved the way 
for people in the Quaker community to participate in the 
Underground Railroad. Two sites alleged to be part of 
the Underground Railroad were the Jackson-Malcolm 
House and the Maine Maid Inn, which closed in 2009.  
Efforts of the Jericho Historical Society to landmark the 
building failed and renovations by subsequent owners 
demolished all the historical components of the build-
ing. 

Sylvester Manor Stairs 

With Names of Slaves 

Brookville Slave Burial Site  

https://books.google.com/books?id=QrvrDAAAQBAJ&pg=PA7&dq=long+island+largest+slave+population&hl=en&newbks=1&newbks_redir=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjniueh5LfuAhXHMlkFHVLcDXcQ6AEwAHoECAYQAg
https://books.google.com/books?id=QrvrDAAAQBAJ&pg=PA7&dq=long+island+largest+slave+population&hl=en&newbks=1&newbks_redir=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjniueh5LfuAhXHMlkFHVLcDXcQ6AEwAHoECAYQAg
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Keep Connected with the  Uniondale Community Council: 

Are you included the Uniondale Community Council Email List?  If not please share your address by:  

Emailing your name, address and email address to ucomm.council@gmail.com.  Or you may register 

through our website at www.uniondalecommunitycouncil.com. 

Fb.me/ucommcouncil @UCommCouncil 516-538-9487 

ucomm.council@gmail.com www.uniondalecommunitycouncil.com 

Are You a Dues Paying Member of the Uniondale  

Community Council? 
The fiscal year of the Uniondale Community Councils runs from October 1st through September 30th.  The support of 
the entire Uniondale Community is necessary if the organization is to continue the programs offered, over the course of 
several decades, to the young members of the community through the Council’s Youth Project.  Thus, we are encourag-
ing everyone to become a dues paying member.  Your dues and/or a donation to the Council help financially but are also 
indicative of strong community endorsement of the Council and its Youth Project.  Evidence of such community support 
is vital when grant applications are submitted to the State of New York and local government entities such as Nassau 
County and the Town of Hempstead. 

Programs sponsored by the Uniondale Community Council are available to the students and residents living in the  
Greater Uniondale Area, which encompasses sections of  Baldwin, Hempstead and Westbury that are part of the Un-
iondale School Distrct.   

Note: The information provided will remain confidential.  All contributions are tax deductible in the fullest extent of Section 501(c) (3) of 
the United States Internal Revenue tax code. 

Please Print (Make checks payable to the Uniondale Community Council 

and Send to UCC, 806 Jerusalem Ave., Uniondale, NY 11553) 

Name:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:_(______)________________________Cell:__(_______)___________________________ 

 

Email:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount Enclosed:___$___________________Level:___________________________________ 

DUES/Donor Levels: Student $5.00   Individual $10.00  Parent/Guardian $15.00 

Family (2 or more) $25.00  Supporting $50.00   Sustaining $100.00 

   Angel Over $100.00  Other $_________ 

       Individual Life Membership $250.00     Family Life Membership $500.00 


